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be able to tell them of a baker who would make 
the whole meal bread, and I had gone to one 
after another, who all refused, but at length I 
found one who got a mill and ground the corn 
for himself and made the bread. The mothers 
at this meeting were so interested that I was 
encouraged to organise a larger one, and I 
prepared a paper which I intended to ask the 


Interview. 


| expensive. I was also much impressed while 
| in Sicily with the possibility of supplying food 
| to the poor from the waste of the more wealthy. 
| 


MISS MAY YATES, Many of the Sicilians are exceedingly poor, and 
| @ party of French ‘“ Little Sisters of the Poor,” 


Founder of the Bread Reform League, and | g religious order which we have also in England, 
Superintendent of the B.W.T.A. Food | 


had arrived from France and made excellent 
Reform Department. and nourishing soup out of the remains which 


It is a matter of common observation that, not- 
withstanding the many hygienic improvements 


of the present day, the stamina of the mass of | 


the population has by no means increased as 
might have been anticipated. The community 
is richer now than at any previous period, but 
although at the same time most forms of food 
are cheaper, there is quite as large a proportion 
of under-fed individuals, both children and 
adults, as in the far harder times at the 
beginning of the century. 


Miss May Yates.is the great teacher of the | 


idea that the main reason for the comparative 
deterioration in the strength of the masses is 
due to the custom, which has grown within this 
century, of the poor eating white bread made 
by the baker instead of the coarser, but far more 
nourishing, whole-meal flour of past days. 

“What made you first think about food 
reform ?”’ I asked her. 

“Tt was when I went to Sicily,” she replied, 
“some years ago. I was then a young artist 
‘expecting that to be my life work, and I stayed in 
Sicily for a year to sketch and paint. There I 
perceived that a very stalwart populace 
was fed entirely without meat, eating 
chiefly brown bread and haricot beans 
dressed with oil, but what specially turned 
my attention to it was an observation made 
by the friend with whom I stayed when 
she was having some women to do a large 
wash. She told me that she was’ obliged 
to cook for them some special brown bread, 
that is to say, the whole of the wheat with 
only a little bran removed, as else they would 
say that they were not properly fed; they main- 
tained that the white bread, such as the family 
themselves ate, would not keep a labourer. I 
then remembered that while I had been living in 
Egypt, where my father had had three factories, 
the Egyptian fellaheen lived almost entirely on 
whole meal bread, lentils, oil and dates. All 
of these are much cheaper forms of food than 
meat; and it was quite clear that if these strong 
people could be brought up and kept by such 
methods of feeding, the poor half-starved children 
and working people of England must be wasting 
their money for food which was of less nutritive 
Value, at the same time that it was more 


they collected, which they served with brown 
bread, and showed that this was sufficient to 
maintain the people in health.” 


| «Then did you immediately go to work to 
' educate the British public ?” 

‘« What really interested me was the case of 
I returned 


\the children in London. When 


i 1g Fath ’ : 
Miss May YATES. 


from Sicily I found that there were most serious 
statements constantly appearing of the lack of 
food for the children of the very poor, and I 
felt that there were many starving on money 
which ought to suffice to supply good nourish- 
ment. I proceeded to study the science of diet, 
and ascertained how much more of the elements of 


nutrition can be found in whole meal bread than have 


curate to read.” 

‘‘ You were indeed not up to date,” I observed. 

“Yes, but you must remember that it was 
much less common for women to speak 
on platforms then than now. However, when 
the paper was prepared, I was persuaded 
to read it myself, and, although I was very 
nervous, I got through so well that I felt I 
could do more. In order to have a larger 


| meeting I sold all my jewellery and have never 


had or worn any since. The Ladies’ Sanitary 
Association gave some assistance, nevertheless 
there were great difficulties at first. I was an 


enthusiast, and expected that as soon as I 
made the facts clear, as there was no dispute 


about them, the whole world would be con- 


| verted.” 


“‘Yes,” said the interviewer, “that is what 
one thinks when one is very young. One thinks 
one has only to see the truth, and to put it 
clearly enough, to convince the whole world and 
carry it with one, but instead of that one finds 
that they will not be convinced, and if they be 
compelled to be so, instead of coming along to 


| help, they are exceedingly angry.” 


‘‘No doubt,” responded Miss Yates, “if I 
had known all the difficulties I should have 
hesitated to undertake the work, but I found 
that when engaged in social reform one must do, 
as is advised to the girl in one of Hardy’s stories: 
she has a very long journey to make, and she is 
recommended to think that the next milestone is 
the end of the journey—it is so easy to go one 
more mile.” 

‘Well, now tell me what you did next.” 

‘I went to work to form a society—the 
Bread Reform League—I desired that it should ~ 
be entirely yncommercial.” 

“Do you still think that is the best plan of 
proceeding? It seems to me that when you 
can make a successful commercial enterprise 
out of any reform that you desire to achieve you 
done far more than philanthropy ever can 


in the white bread which is so commonly used. | do. For instance, I believe that Hovis, though 
I began to spread this knowledge on a very | no doubt it is making a fortune for its inventor, 


‘address his mothers’ meeting on it in the first 
' place. 
there. 


small scale, having asked leave from the | has been the most powerful aid that bread 
clergyman of a church in my neighbourhood to , reform has had.” 


“Yes, I think that is so, but the work of the 


There were only about twelve women ' philanthropist must be to arouse the attention 
Thad first felt that it was necessary to of the commercial world and turn it into the 


rightchannel. I believe that the Bread Reform 

has directed thousands of pounds in the 
right way, while at the same time, by keeping 
the commercial element out from ourselves, we 
have had more influence as teachers.” 


‘‘ Who was the first important person to come 
to your assistance ?”’ 

“Tt was Sir Benjamin Richardson — Dr. 
Richardson then. In 1880 we had our first 
meeting in Kensington Town Hall, with Dr. 
Richardson in the chair. It was well attended 
and noticed by the press; amongst others the 
Standard gave us a leader, and immediately 
after that meeting I received over 1,000 letters 
in one week on the subject. I then felt that the 
very best thing we could have was a meeting at 
the Mansion House, and proceeded to organise a 
deputation to the Lord Mayor. Sir Morell 
Mackenzie was one of my first subscribers, 
and he promised to come. Sir Erasmus Wilson 
and Mr. Samuel Morley were others whose 
names were placed on the memorial to the Lord 
Mayor. When the deputation went, none of those 
who had promised to speak arrived, and I was told 
that as I knew all about the subject I positively 
must be the one to address the Lord Mayor: so 
I spoke, and his Lordship consented to have 
the meeting. That did a great deal for our 
movement. After this our League was con- 
siderably strengthened by having Mr. Samuel 
Morley for president, Lord Shaftesbury for vice- 
president, and a list of scientific vice-presidents, 
amongst them the great physiologist W. B. 
Carpenter, and Dr. Pavey, while Professor 
Huxley, and Dr. Church, the authority on food, 
supported it, and carefully revised all the state- 
ments contained in our leaflets, of which the 
following is an extract :— 

Everyone knows that unless lime, in some 
form, be given to fowls they will lay eggs with 
soft shells, because their food does not supply 
them with the material from which the shell 
is formed; and there is good reason for thinking 
that children fed principally on white bread are 
liable to suffer from rickety bones, consump- 
tion, and bad teeth, consequent on an insuffi- 
ciency of lime and other mineral substances in 
their food. If these mineral substances are 
absent from the food life cannot be maintained. 
White bread is not only deprived of flesh- 
forming substances, and nearly all those materials 
required to form bones and teeth, and nourish 
the brain and nerves; but also of the natura 
digestive element contained in the embryo and 
outer portions of the grain, which assist and 
stimulate digestion and probably promote the 
assimilation of starchy and fatty substances. 
Especial attention is directed to the fact that 
the Blue Book of 1878, after describing the ad- 
vantages of wheat-meal bread, says :—‘ It 
should be more generally known that bad, indi- 
gestible bread, devoid of flavour and nutriment, 
begets a craving for stimulants.’ 

White bread alone will not sustain life. Dogs 
fed on it have died at the end of forty days: 
while those fed on wheat-meal bread alone 
. throve and flourished.” 

‘‘ Tell me what happened next.” 

‘Our next very important step was to have 
a stall at the Health Exhibition. By this time 
I had come to take somewhat broader views 
on the question, and felt that many changes 
in the ordinary diet were desirable; that grains 
of all kinds and fruit should form a large part 
of the diet for all classes, but I was not yet a 
vegetarian—so far from it that, though I am 
almost shocked to tell of myself now, it is a 
fact that when I gave a reception at the Parkes 
Museum of Hygiene, I had a shoulder of mutton 
put in the centre of the table, together with all 


Society. 
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kinds of pulses and fruits. After this I organised 
a reception to the Colonial delegates, and it was 
then that another point in which I am deeply 
interested came to my mind. I organised the 
reception at Evelyn’s old house, Sayes Court, 
Deptford, for the delegates, the temperance and 
many working men’s societies combining to 
give the invitation, and then for the first time 
IT realised what has now become one of my 
strongest impressions, viz., that if all the 
English-speaking peoples of the world could 
only be united in a common action in all 
philanthropic and reform efforts a great change 
for the better might be made in the world. 

‘“‘ The next step was that the Bread and Food 
Reform League united with the London Vege- 
tarian Society to provide dinners in the Board 
Schools for the children. We made a great 
point of not giving the dinners, but of proving 
that at a charge of a halfpenny we could meet 
the actual expense for food for supplying the 
dinners. In this my League worked chiefly 
with Mr. Hills, the president of the London 
Vegetarian Society, who had spent much time 
and money in organising this work. It is now 
carried on by the National Food Supply Associa- 
tion, a union of philanthropic societies, the 
B.W.T.A. being one of them.” 

‘“‘ Are your family vegetarian ?” 

‘““No, I am sorry to say they are not.” 

‘“‘Then do you not find that you are a great 
deal of trouble ? ” 

‘‘ No, indeed; I quite repudiate such an idea. 
I have some haricots and lentils cooked for me 


lat one time in a little water, and I have a 


portion of that warmed to eat with fruit and 
nuts. Now that cannot be called much 
trouble.” : 

‘‘You remind me of Professor Mayer, whom 
I once heard say, ‘ They say that we vegetarians 
are difficult to cater for. If I have a hunk of 
brown bread I am well fed ; if to that is added 
an apple I am luxuriously fed.’ Now tell me 
how you make your bread.” 

“The most important thing is to get good 
wheat. English wheat is much sweeter and 
softer than any that comes from abroad, there- 
fore it should be got if possible. It is desirable 
to have it freshly ground, and ground very 
finely, so that it will pass through an 18-mesh 
sieve. People of delicate digestion should have 
decorticated wheat, but the ordinary person can 
take the whole wheat if thus exceedingly finely 
ground. Then I prefer to use no material for 
raising, but to mix the flour simply with egg 
and milk, the proportion generally required 
being two cupfuls of milk and one egg to a 
cupful of wheat. It should be just moist 
enough to drop from the spoon. Put in a hot 
tin, and in an oven in which there is some hot 
water to make steam to surround the bread as 
it cooks. This is very important to prevent it 
getting dry.” 

“‘Do you mean that you do not use any sort 
of leaven ?” 

‘“‘T prefer not to do so as a rule, though most 
people like an occasional change in this respect, 
but I find that the strongest races use unleavened 
food.” 

“You were, I think, at the Chicago World’s 
Fair?” : 

‘Yes, I had by that time become thoroughly 
a vegetarian, and had taken the appointment of 
Organising Secretary to the London Vegetarian 
I went to Chicago in charge of a 
Vegetarian annexe, and to organise the Congress 
of the Vegetarian Federal Union. Soon after I 
came back, however, I resigned the Secretary- 
ship and took up lecturing. A New Zealand 
gentleman arranged for a visit for me to his 
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country, and I went there to give my pictorial 
monologues; the first subject given in Ney 
Zealand being ‘Union and Progress of the 
English-speaking peoples.’ The New Zealand 
Women's Christian Temperance Union took a 
great interest in the lectures, and were the first to 
adopt the Food Reform Department as part of 
their work. When the Conference of the World’s 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union was 
held in London last year I suggested to the 
New Zealand friends that they should propose 
a resolution making a World’s Department for 
Food Reform. Sir B. W. Richardson kindly 
drafted a resolution for us to present; it ran 
as follows :—‘ As it is now recognised that 
inebriety is continually the result of diseased 
conditions, produced in a large measure by 
injudicious and insufficient diet, it is resolved 
that a World’s Food Reform Department be 
established to deal with all questions relating to 
food, and to diffuse a scientific knowledge of the 
nature of food.’ : 

‘In consequence of this the new department 
was adopted, and, as you are aware, the British 
Women’s Temperance Association at their late 
Council adopted that Department for this coun. 
try, and have appointed me the Superintendent, 

‘© As the World’s Women’s Christian Tem. 
perance Union has been described as ‘ organised 
mother’s love,’ I venture to suggest that a 
department which will endeavour to teach how 
children can be fed in a healthy, economical 
manner, and diffuse information which will help 
to promote the general health of the people, 
deserves especially the support of societies 
affiliated to the Union.” 


PACE IMPLORA. 


BETTER it were to sit still by the sea, 
Loving somebody and satisfied ; 

Better it were to grow babies on the knee, 
To anchor you down for all your days, 
Than wander and wander in all these ways, 
Land forgotten and love denied. 


Better.sit still where born I say, 

Wed one sweet woman and love her well, 

Laugh with your neighbours, live in their way, 

Be it never so simple. The humbler the home, 

The nobler, indeed, to bear your part. 

Love and be loved with all your heart, 

Drink sweet waters and dream in a spell, 

Share your delights and divide your tears ; 

Love and be loved in the old easy way, 

Ere men knew madness, and came to roam 

From the West to the East and the whole 
world wide; 

bec they lived where their fathers lived and 

ied— 
Lived and so loved for a thousand years. 


Better it were for the world, I say— 

Better, indeed, for a man’s own good— 

That he should sit down where he was born. 

Be it land of sands or of oil and corn, 

Valley of poppies or bleak northland, 

White sea border or great black wood, 

Or bleak white winter or bland sweet May, 

Or city of smoke or plain of the sun, 

Than wander the world as I have done, 

Breaking the heart into bits of clay, 

And leaving it scattered on every hand. 
JOAQUIN MILLER. 


WHAT iS DONE IS DONE. 


TuErE is no death, though earthly lives depart; 
’Mid changing forms a secret strength remains: 
All work endures, strong mind and noble heart 
Touch to fine issues nobler hearts and brains. 


True word, kind deed, sweet song, shall vibrate 
still 
In rings that wander through celestial air, 
And human will shall build for human will 
Fair basement to a palace yet more fair. 
W. M. W. CAaLt. 
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‘* Foolish boy, I thought he was too cute to 
be taken in by a flashy advertisement. He has 
been a thought too grasping for so young a man, 
but for old sake’s sake I should not like to see the 
old ship founder.” In pursuance of this friendly 
resolve the old Seman sought an early 
interview with John, and hinted a hope that 
Mr. Thomas was not drawing his young friend 
into rash speculation. 

When John quietly pennon rege es the 
“prospectus” at which Mr. Ri hinted 
had been brought more especially to his notice 
by his old friend Ralph, would-be adviser 
began to “‘ see npr degen and intimated a desire 
to see a copy of the rules. 

‘You have no doubt had a copy, but may not 
have thought much about it,” said John, with 
a quiet smile. 


Dur Short Sto yp. 


PROFIT AND LOSS. 
By May Lewis Sirs. 
CHAPTER II. 


Tugre was more than a nine days’ wonder 
when, shortly after the death of the senior 

er, the new head of the firm of Bankman 
y Co. began extensive improvements of the 
outage property on his estes. ns of i 

The tenants daily expected notice of increase 
of rent, with the alternative of a speedy removal, 
but so far neither was forthcoming. 

Opinion ‘on anal was divided as to the 
vad om of this new departure, some opining| “Qne of the regulations is ‘secrecy as to 
that it would not “ pay, others suggesting that | details of investments,’ but this ap Tiss more 
John Bankman knew too well what he was | to the general public than to friends, though, 
about to undertake a losing business, and hinting | indeed, there is a special warning inst 
that some deeply laid scheme was on foot. investing too largely with your firm,” said John, 

Ralph Thomas, the new agent, smiled plea- | with a quick glance at his old friend, in which 
santly when those with a thirst for ae glance he distinctly saw a determination to prose- 
attempted to sound him as to the intention of | cute for “libel,” but it passed like a flash. 
his chief, but his smile was inscrutable, and 80 | When John mentioned that a curious dream, 
far as information on this engrossing theme | which came to him some months ago, had led 
was concerned he was a genuine masculine | ¢, his giving a more careful attention to the 
Sphinx, though on other topics he was pleasantly | olaims of this firm, the old gentleman was 
chatty. One morning in early summer it was | gtartled almost out of propriety, and hurried 
_ noted that the shutters were once more taken | home in great perturbation to tell his wife that 
down at the retail establishment, closed since | he greatly feared John Bankman’s brain was 
the suicide of its last occupant, John Dyson; injured by his vecent jliness. 
and when the employees of Bankman & Co.| “He waited impatiently for the promised com- 
were found to be engaged in stocking it with | munication from John; instead of the flashy 
light drapery and fancy goods many an applica- | circular he expected, he found a closely written 
tion for the post of manager had to be politely | jetter, yet with something of a circular form, 
declined. : for he read :— 

When the Widow Dyson and her daughter} Regulation 1: Secrecy.—Let not your left 
were presently established there John Bank- | hand know what your right hand doeth. 
man’s fame for cuteness progressed by leaps| A cain his eye was caught by the words— 
and bounds. A “ trap. to catch old customers Interest.— Manifold more in this present 
it was generally considered. All attempts to | jit.” 

“draw” the widow on the subject of terms| Bonws.—In the world to come life ever- 
were unavailing. = ; lasting.” 

“ She be a deep one,” was the verdict, when Security.—‘ He that hath ‘pity on’ the poor 
shallow conversational buckets came up empty | jendeth unto the Lord.” = 
of the desired information. : Advice to Investors.—‘ Lay not up for your- 

“Well! I ee hope as how you haven't | selves treasures upon earth, where moth and 
been ee reat bona tere rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
exaspera’ , 
side of the counter, but a polite enquiry as to enroupn: nd, steal; Bop ley ae ie ycurelres 


aaeage : ? treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
the “next article” was all the satisfaction she | 4.4 doth corrupt, ‘and where thiawss. deena 


break through nor steal.” 


WOMAN’S SUFFRAGE IN 
‘‘GREATER BRITAIN.” 
FROM TASMANIA. 

Tue readers of THE Woman’s SiGNau will be 
pleased to hear that during the Fourth Ai nul 
Convention of the Women’s Christian Tempe- 
rance Union, held last month in Hobart, a very 
splendid public meeting to advocate the en- 
franchisement of woman was held in the 
Mechanics’ Institute. The hall was well filled, 
and a good supply of speakers, who were 
enthusiastic on the subject, made the meeting a 
most impressive one, and the best of its 
kind that has yet been held in the colony. Our 
Colonial Superintendent of Franchise, Mrs. R. 
Kermode, worked hard to make the meeting 
a good one, and met with the success she and 
the subject deserve. The chair was occupied 
by Mr. J. Bradley, M.H.A., and spirited 
speeches were given by Mr. Griffiths, M.H.A., 
N.S.W. (in him our Union in the sister colony 
has a warm and able partizan of Woman's 
Suffrage), Hon. A. Rillinger, Minister of Lands, 
Hon. F. W. Piesse, M.L.C., Mr. Brown, M.L.C., 
Mr. Hiddlestone, M.L.C., Major Tottenham, 
Mr. Taylor, Rev. G. W. Sharp, Mrs. Blair, our 
esteemed Col. Rees, Mrs. Fysh (Launceston), 
and Mrs. Rooke (Burnie) addressed a few words 

on the subject. 

The resolution, ‘‘ That the political franchise 
should be extended to woman on the ground of 
common justice,’ was cordially agreed to, the 
Hon. Henry Lamb alone dissenting. We are 
quite elated at the impression this meeting has 
made, and are conscious that the important 
subject of giving woman the franchise is rapidly 
gaining favour in this island, and we hope that 
ere long the women of Tasmania will have the 
honour of registering their vote, and so in- 


fluencing for good the laws of the land we 
live in. 


FROM BERMUDA. 

Dear Mrs. Fenwick Mi1Lier,—Will you 
kindly permit me to thank you for the pleasure 
and help you have given me by your articles in 
the sllustrated London News? My home is a 
tiny speck of land in the broad Atlantic, yours 
the greatest of earthly kingdoms. Although 
your sphere is large, and ours so very small, we, 
too, have our political questions and wrongs, 
and I believe you will sympathise with us, 
During the last session of our Colonial 
Parliament we, the women property holders 
of this island, sent a petition to that body, 
praying for equal rights with the men, as, 
although we pay taxes, &c., we have no 
voice in parochial or legislative affairs. Our 
position is very different from that of women 
in larger places, as so many of our men go 
elsewhere to make a living, thus leaving many 
propertics in the hands of women. In many 
instances ignorant men, who are the servants 
of educated and intelligent women, have the 
power to and do vote men in office whom their 
mistresses would never send, and thus tax us 
who have to pay. The prayer of our petition 
was granted and a Bill giving us our rights was 
introduced, and passed through Assembly almost 
unanimously. The Council, however, threw it 
out, because, unfortunately for us, that body is 
composed of, with one or two exceptions, effete 
old gentlemen. 

Our Attorney-General opposed the Jill in the 
Asseinbly, knowing full well that he would not 
be able to carry the same sway with the intelli- 
gent women of Bermuda as he now does. He 
could not defeat it in the House, but he did as 
he liked in the Council. Of course, we have 
not given up, only are biding our time. What 
progress is the same cause making in England ? 
It seems to me that the time is coming ver 
fast when all, who have anything at stake, will 
have to unite against those who have nothing. 
If it will not be trespassing too much on your 
time, will you kindly allow me to send you the 
debates on our Bill to read? Trusting you will 
not consider ine obtrusive in thus writing to 

ANNIE" CLEGG. you.—I am, dear Mrs. Fenwick Miller, yours 
* The aloe. = | sincerely, c3292 | ANNE M—-—- 


ti. 

e When the widow of the man who died of 
fever passed away it was quickly settled by the 
neighbours that the ‘Union’? would be the 
future home of curly-headed Benny. But news 
came that a gentleman had taken the little one 
away, promising to care for him. 

The nursing sister, who had ministered to the 
last days of the mother, told how the child had 
nestled in the strong arms held out to him, and 
lisped out, ‘‘ S’pose you'll be gentle Jesus? Me 
heard muver ask Him to take care of Benny.” 

‘He sent me,’”’ was the gentle answer, as the 
little hands took unaccustomed liberties and 
stroked the bearded face. But as he was 
carried from the room the mite began to plead 
with quivering lips and fast-filling eyes :— 

‘“‘ Muver too—muver always goes with Benny 
in the big dark.” 

“She was very tired and is resting now. 
Benny must not grieve her by fretting.” 

And the baby lips were bravely bitten to keep 
back the choking sobs, and the two went off 
together, the stranger leaving an address at 
which enquiries would be answered. : 

Rumour began presently to connect John 
Bankman’s name with the story, and added 
something of a cottage home in a sheltered 
valley near the sea, where a sweet-faced widow 
‘‘mothered”’ several of the helpless waifs left 
homeless from the social wrecks around. 

After a time large sums of money were with- 
drawn from the old-established bank that had 
garnered the spare thousands of the house of 
‘“Bankman” for generations. Peter Richards, 
an old friend of Bankman senior, and director 
of the bank, was told that John had spoken of 
changing his bankers, and the friend who 
brought the report said that he was under the 
impression that it was in consequence of an 


advertisement or circular belonging to another 
mn. 


LITTLE LIVES. 


A HUNDRED years, and then a flower*— 
O fruitage slow ! 

But does my life’s important hour 
More progress show ? 


‘‘So much to do, so little done ! ’— 
Thus I complained : 

But is the work or place that’s won 
The all that’s gained ? 


To fix the gain of grief and toil 
Canst thou essay ? 

Or reckon love’s far-reaching spoil 
Won day by day ? 


Canst thou the Pleiades fast bind 
From influence sweet ? 

Canst thou the subtle fragrance find 
Beneath thy feet ? 


Vain task, as e’en to see thy face, 
Thy growth to see :— 

Who gives the stars and flowers their grace, 
Will think on thee :— 


And make thine influence as a flower ; 
And “ will fulfil 

In thee, the work of “ faith with power” 
To do His will. 


So will thy life—which weak appears, 
And soon is gone— 

Be blest; and help, in spite of fears, 
The ages on. 


i | 
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MONTHLY REPORT OF 
THE CENTRAL NATIONAL 
SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE. 


FOUNDED 1872. 
THE object of the Society is to obtain the 
Parliamentary Franchise for Women on the 
same conditions as it is or may be granted to 
men. 
The Society seeks to achieve this object :— 

1. By acting as a centre for the collection 
and diffusion of information with 
regard to the progress of the movement 
in all parts of the country. 

2. By belay yo meetings in support of 
the repeal of the electoral disabilities 
of women. 

3. By the publication of pamphlets, leaflets, 

and other literature bearing upon the 

question. 
Treaswrer—Mrs. RussELL COOKE. 
Subscriptions and donations should be sent to 
Miss GerTRuDE StTewakrt, Secretary, Central 
oe Albany Buildings, 39, Victoria-street, 
Subscribers are entitled to receive the Annual 
Report and copies of all literature. 

e Mon Report of this Society is now 
vublished in Tae Wouiw's SIGNAL, an es will 
be sent to Subscribers the first week in each 
1o0onth. We hope many of our members will 
take this paper in every week. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH 
ANNUAL REPORT, 1895-96. 


Presented to the Annual Council Meeting at 
Westminster Town Hall on June 27th, 1896. 


In presenting their Twenty-Fourth Annual 
Report, your Committee regret to state that 
again no opportunity has occurred in the House 
of Commons for a debate on the question of 
Woman’s Suffrage. 

In the Session of 1895 Mr. Macdona’s Bill, 
which was down for second reading on May Ist, 
lt had the second place after an important 
Bill on the Corrupt Practices Act, was only 
moved by him, when the Houserose. Mr. Walter 
McLaren, it will be remembered, had secured 
x first place for a motion on February 22nd, but 
was rd mea from moving it by the refusal of 
Mr. Macdona to withdraw his Bill. After this 
defeat of our cause, Mr. Walter McLaren called 
a meeting of Members of Parliament friendly to 
Woman’s Suffrage on May 15th, and they 
hallotted for a place for a resolution. A very 
good place was obtained for June 7th, but 
uafortunately the House of Commons adjourned 
till June 10th for the Whitsuntide holidays. 

On the opening day of the Session 1896, over 
29 Members of Parliament ballotted, and Mr. 
t‘aithfull Begg, M.P. for the St. Rollox Division 
of Glasgow, secured the twelfth place. The 
combined sub-committee of the National 
Society, the Manchester Suffrage Society and 
your own Society, which was formed to consult 
together about Parliamentary action, met at the 
sfouse of Commons, in Committee-room No. 12, 
on February 18th, to hear what had taken place. 
Mr. George Wyndham was in the chair, and 
twenty-one Members of Parliament were present, 
Lesides many ladies, who for the first time took 
part in a Committee in the House. After the 
»nouncement that Mr. Begg had secured a day, 
various questions were discussed, and the 
sxcond reading of the Bill was fixed for May 
“0th, on which day it had the first place. 

The expectation of a debate and division was 
however not realised. On April 28th Mr. 
“Salfour carried a resolution which gave the 
control of the bulk of the time of the House to 
11e Government for the remainder of the 
si.ssion. He said he did not desire to take the 
“Yednesdays before Whitsuntide absolutely, 
« ily he reserved the right to appropriate them 
if Government business were not sufficiently 
.lvanced to justify him in giving them up. So 
the friends of the Woman’s Suffrage Bill 
w.gerly watched the progress of the Rating Bill. | 


from bein 
discussing Clause 1 on May 20th, so the Suffrage 
Bill has again been put off till a more con- 
venient season. 

A large gathering of women cer the after- 
noon of the 20th in the lobby, hoping against 
hope that some unforeseen accident might give 
the Suffrage a chance. Many Members of 
Parliament came and discussed the question 
with them, and all through the afternoon the 
number of ladies testified to the earnestness of 
their demand for the vote. It was a most 
representative gathering of women sent by all 
sorts of women’s societies, Conservative and 
Liberal alike, and from all parts of the country, 


to plead by their presence for the Parliamentary 


franchise. 

Owing to the pressure of work in connection 
with Parliamentary business the annual meeting 
has been delayed till June. Your committee is 
therefore bringing the annual report up to date, 
though the financial year ends in March. 

On Tuesday, May 19th, permission having 
been obtained, the Special Appeal from women 
was laid in Westminster Hall. The Appeal 
Committee were invited to be present, and 
every friend of the cause in the House of 
Commons received an invitation to inspect it. 

It was an interesting sight to see the 
memorial laid out on long tables in the Hall 
which has been the scene of so many historic 
events, and many Members of Parliament came 
to inspect the signatures from their con- 
stituencies. 

In consequence of objections raised in the 
House of Commons, orders were received from 
the Board of Works for the removal of the 
petition on May 20th. 

GENERAL ELECTION. 

Your Committee have much pleasure in 
reporting that an analysis of the ascertained 
opinions of the members returned at the General 
Election, which took place in July last, shows 


that there has been an absolute and steady 


increase of support to the cause ‘of Women’s 
Suffrage, accompanied by an absolute decrease 
of opposition, in the personnel of the House of 
Commons. 

Of the members of the present Parliament we 
have a majority in favour of, while only about 
120 are known to be opposed to, the measure. 
Though the cause has gained some staunch new 
supporters, the Committee much regret the 
non-election of some of their best friends, such 
as Mr. Walter McLaren, Mr. Conybeare, Sir 
George Sitwell, and others. 

There are still about 170 members whose 
views are not known, and the secretary will be 
glad to give a list of these to any one who will 
apply for it and who will endeavour to ascertain 
their opinions. 

By the retirement of the Rt. Hon. Jacob 
Bright, Sir James Stansfeld, and Sir Richard 
Temple, the Committee have to lament that 
three of their strongest supporters are no longer 
able to vote for Women’s Enfranchisement in 
the House of Commons. 


JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ACTION BY THE SUFFRAGE 
SOCIETIES. 


With a view of taking united Parliamentary 
action in regard to our friends in the House 
of Commons, a joint committee was formed 
in February consisting of members from your 
Society, the Central Committee of the National 
Society, and the Manchester National Society 
for Women’s Suffrage. 

It will be remembered that at the time of 
the General Election in July last these three 
societies worked together, and so made the 
work lighter for each and prevented overlapping. 

IRISH MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE BILL. 

On Wednesday, June 12th, 1895, the Irish 
Municipal Franchise Bill was read a third time 
in the House of Commons and passed. By 
this Bill Irishwomen will, for the first time, 
have the same right to vote in municipal matters 
as Englishwomen. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS, 


{§.The Annual Council Meeting of the Society 
was held at the Small Queen’s Hall, on Friday 
afternoon, April 26th, 1895, at 3 o’clock. 


Miss Conybeare presided, and the followin 


members of the Committee were present :— 
Mrs. Bevan, Miss Bristowe, Baron Dimsdale 
Mr. and Mrs. Leeds, Mrs. Massingberd, Mrs, 
Broadley Reid, Miss Sharman Crawford, Miss 
Spicer, Miss Cameron, and Mrs. D. A. Thoinag, 
There were also present delegates from the 
Leicester Suffrage Society, the Women’s Pro. 
gressive Society, and the Westminster, §t, 
George’s, Hanover Square, Woodford, Hornsey, 
Manchester, South Kensington, Ripon, and 
Paddington W.L.A.’s, and 49 other members of 
the Society. 

The minutes of the Council Meeting, held on 
June 6th, 1894, were read and confirmed. 

Mrs. Leeds moved, and Mrs. Massingberd 
seconded, the appointment of Miss G. Wood. 
ward as returning officer, and Miss Greene, Miss 
Arthur, Miss Griffin, Miss Ransom, Miss 
Sibthorp, Miss Somerville and Miss Edith 
Stewart as tellers for the ballot voting. This 
was agreed to. 

Mrs. Bevan moved, and Miss Spicer seconded, 
and it was agreed that Mrs. Harold Cox be 
re-appointed auditor. 

Baron Dimsdale moved, Mr. Leeds seconded, 
and it was unanimously agreed that the annual 
report and statement of accounts be adopted. 

rs. Leeds moved, and Miss Bristowe 
seconded, a vote of thanks to Miss Conybeare 
for presiding. 
PUBLIC MEETING AT QUEEN’S HALL, APRIL 26TH, 
1895. 

The General Meeting of the Society was held 
on the evening of the same day at Queen's 
Hall, Langham-place. Mrs. Russell Cooke took 
the chair at 8 p.m., and, after making the 
opening speech, the following resolution was 
moved by Mrs. Bamford Slack, seconded by 
Coloncl Cotton Jodrell, supported by Mr. Walter 
McLaren, Mr. Costelloe and Mrs. Wynford 
Philipps :—‘‘ That this meeting repeats the 
demand, unceasingly made by women for more 
than a quarter of a century, for the extension 
of the parliamentary franchise to women on the 
same conditions as it is, or may be, granted to 
men. 

“It further declares that any Bill att 
with the franchise or with registration shoul 
contain provision for extending the franchise to 
women; and it urges Parliament to carry this 
reform during the present session, either by 
such a general measure, or by passing one of 
the Women’s Franchise Bills now before the 
House of Commons.” 

After Mrs. Philipps had finished Madame 
oe Stirling, who was present, sang two 
solos. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously, and a further resolu- 
tion proposed by Mrs. Brownlow: ‘That this 
meeting declares that the vote is urgently 
needed for women in view of the fact that 
legislation directly affecting women’s labour is 
bang brought forward, and that it is proposed 
to place restrictions upon them which do not 
apply to men, thus limiting their opportunities 
and curtailing their liberty, without their having 
controlling voice in the matter.” ‘ 
rs. Brownlow made a short speech, laying 
special stress on the great mistake now being 
made by men trying to legislate for women 
without first of all Reding out the opinion of 
those most concerned on the subject. 

After some little disturbance in the Hall an 
amendment was then proposed by member of 
the Social Democratic Federation. 

Mr. Alfred Webb, M.P., seconded the resolu- 
tion, which was carried as it originally stood— 
the amendment being lost—and the proceedings 
terminated with a vote of thanks to the speakers, 
proposed by Miss Conybeare and seconded by 

iss Cons. 


an 


MEETINGS. 


Meetings were held at the following places 
during the year: Lavender Hill, Pembridge 
Crescent, Nevern Road, Codnor, Heanor, Long 
Eaton, Langley Mill, Ripley, Ilkeston, Harro- 
gate, Pateley Bridge, Leytonstone, Thornton 
Heath, Chelsea, Steeple Morden, Royston, 
Woodford, Queen’s Hall, MaidaVale, St.George ® 
Hanover Square, South Kensington, Clapham, 
Paddington, Lewisham, South End, Fulham, 
Balham, Market Harborough. 

The best thanks of your Committee are due 


OOOO 


JULY 2, 1896. 


is cll the speakers who have so kindly helped, 
ere oe following friends who have been 
h to lend their rooms :—Mrs. Davies, 


CHANGE OF OFFICES. 
At the close of 1895 it was thought advisable 


enou ¢ ) to remove from 29, Parliament Street, where the 

‘s, Gordon, Mrs. Haweis, Mrs. Partridge, | offices of this Society had been for more than 
Miss Pringle, Mrs. Braham Pitt, Mrs. Roller, | twelve years, as a Bill has been introduced into 
Miss Rosabel Watson, Miss Mukle, and Mr. | Parliament to acquire the site for the Le of 
Caiger. They will be grateful to others inter- | widening the thoroughfare. The new address is 


ested in the cause who may be willing to help 
in this repect. 
WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 

The Women’s Liberal Federation held their 
Annual Council Meetings on May 14th, 15th, 
and 16th, 1895. Three strong Suffrage resolu- 
tions were passed. 

METROPOLITAN UNION OF W.L.A’S. 

This Association, at its meeting in November, 
1995, changed the wording of the third object 
to read :—‘ To help forward by every available 
means the cause 0 Woman's Suffrage, and to 

romote by organised and associated effort all 
just legislation for women and children.” 

BRITISH WOMEN’S TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION. 

At the Council Meetings of the B.W.T.A., 
on June 4th, 1896, the following Suffrage reso- 
lution was proposed by Miss Agnes Slack, 
seconded by Mrs. Wilson Jones, supported by 
Mrs. Ormiston Chant, and passed :—‘ That the 
inability of the late Liberal Government to pass 
any measure of Temperance Reform, con- 
clusively proves that without the help of 
women’s votes no satisfactory Temperance 
legislation is likely to be carried. This asso- 
ciation therefore re-affirms its opinion that the 
Parliamentary Franchise should be extended to 
woman at the earliest opportunity.” 

PRIMROSE LEAGUE. 
LORD SALISBURY ON WOMAN’S SUFFRAGE. 

Lord Salisbury, addressing the annual meeting 
of the Grand Habitation of the Primrose League 
in Covent Garden Theatre on April 29th, said, 
in the course of his speech: ‘ The Primrose 
ge has brought into action for the support 
of the fundamental institutions of the country 
those who are the most deeply interested in 
them, viz., the women of England. (Cheers.) 
I am one of those who are of opinion that 
women have not the voice they ought to have 
in the selection of the representatives of the 
people.” 


ae Buildings, 39, Victoria Street, London, 
CHANGE OF TREASURER. 

Your Committee greatly regret to announce 
the retirement of Mrs. Frank Morrison from 
the post which she so ably filled as treasurer of 
your Society. 

With a deep sense of gratitude your Committee 
acknowledge the great generosity with which 
Mrs. Morrison assisted your Society's funds, 
and the unflagging energy and interest shown 
by her during the many years she has been 
connected with the treasurership. 

The balance-sheet showed that subscriptions 
and donations amounting, with last year’s 
balance, to £732 had been received, and a 
balance of £126 12s. remains in the bank. 


SPECIAL APPEAL FOR LECTURE FUND. 
It is strongly felt by those interested in 
Woman’s Suffrage that, in order to arouse 
general interest in the question and to quicken 
into an active force the widespread sympathy 
with the movement, it is essential to send 
lecturers and speakers to all parts of the country, 
able to give full information on the subject. 
This society has therefore determined, in 
answer toa widely-expressed desire, toinaugurate 
a lecturing campaign during the coming autumn 
and winter, more especially in those parts 
where the views of the local member are either 
doubtful or unknown, and where the question 
does not as yet receive the attention it deserves. 
To carry out this work will involve a consider- 
able expenditure, and it is earnestly hoped that 
those interested in the movement will do all in 
their power to assist the Society in its efforts. 
It is hoped that all friends will send donations, 
and special collecting cards, spaced, may be ob- 
tained on application for collecting sums of 
10s. each, as there are many people who would 
willingly give small contributions in this way 
if asked by their personal friends. 
Appended is a list of those who have already 
contributed :— 


MONTHLY REPORT. 

At the beginning of this year your Committee 
thought it would be well to increase the 
circulation of the Monthly Report, and arrange- 
ments were entered into with the Editor of the 
Woman’s SIGNAL, who agreed to give space on 
the first Thursday in each month for the inser- 


tion of the report in that weekly newspaper. In : Se 
addition to the Society’s report hat number seh - — ahs 1 a ie , 
of the SicnaL contains a quantity of other Mies, Ri one si ane) _ 10 0 0D 
matters connected with the Suffrage question. Mra, Penni t wg 10 0 0 
The subscription is the same as formerly, Mice acer a a aa an 
namely, 1s. 6d. per annum, post free, except to Mrs, Poller a "5 0 0 
your executive Committee and Affiliated ae Be Hi ed: a 3 3 0 
Societies, who receive copies gratis. By this Sp DA. Th ce os — © 2 Ob 
new departure the Society's report now reaches Mr. aM ret at " @ 2 0 
thousands instead of the hundreds of former years. The Hon Lady ee Egerton “9 0 0 
LITERATURE. Miss Sharman Crawford «~ 2 30 0 

_ During the General Election in July, 1895, Mrs. Fordham ae pee OE aT) 
literature of various kinds was sent to workers Mrs. Binns Smith oe x 1 ft Q 
all over the country. Mrs. Miers aes . 1 0 0 
_In addition to this throughout the year Mrs. Montefiore ... 10 0 
literature has been asked for by the following} Mrs. Morgan Browne 10 0 
places, and supplied to them :—Anglesey, Ayr, —_—_— 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Argylleshire, Berlin, Brom- £121 9 O 


ley, Barnes, Birmingham, Canada, Carlisle, 
Clifton, Cuckfield, Cheltenham, Camden Town, 
Croydon, Dulwich, Dalston, Edinburgh, Eccles, 
Girvan, Huddersfield, Hendon, Ilford, Islington, 
Kent, Keighley, Liverpool, Leicestershire, Leeds, 
Londonderry, Llangollen, Manchester, Malvern, 
Newcastle - on - Tyne, Oxford, Paris, Penrith, 


THE ANNUAL MEETINGS. 

The annual meetings of the Society were held 
in the Westminster Town Hall on Friday, 
June 26th, 1896, at 3 and 4 o’clock. 

At the meeting of the Central Council, which 


ee Somerset, Shoreditch, Salisbury, | preceded the public meeting, the chair was 
oo , Swansea, South Hackney, Totten- | taken by Mrs. D. A. Thomas, and the following 


members of committee were present :—Mrs. 
Bevan, Miss Bristowe, Mrs. Russell Cooke, Miss 
Sharman Crawford, Mrs. Grove, Mrs. Fordham, 
Mrs. Haweis, Mr. and Mrs. Leeds, Miss Isabel 
Logan, Mrs. Massingberd, Mrs. Taylor, and 
Mrs. Wynford Philipps. There were also 
present delegates from the Manchester Suffrage 
Society, and the Croydon, Cuckfield, Hay- 
wards Heath and Lindfield, Exmouth, Ham- 
mersmith, North and South Kensington, Pad- 


OBITUARY. 
r Your Committee deeply regret to record the 

eath of Mr. O. V. Morgan, who has been for 
many years an active member of Committee 
and @ warm supporter of our cause. 

Amongst other friends whom they have lost 
cu the year may be mentioned Gen. Sir 
cee, wheaney, M.P., Mrs. Worthington, and 

- P. Bidder, Esq.. Q.C. 
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dington, «aid Sunaerland W.5.A., and forty-seven 
members of the Society. 


no ballot for committee, as there were 
vacancies, and only three nominations, namely, 
Mrs. Walter Grove, Miss Ro 
Committee) and George Wyndham, Esq., M.P. 
The names of the present committee were then 
read, and their election was put to the meeting 
and carried unanimous, 


5 


—_ —_ 
——— = — = _ 


The minutes of the Council meeting held on 


April 26th, 1895, were read and contirmed. 


The chairman announced that there mo ue 
ve 


r (Manchester 


Mrs. Haweis moved, Miss Bristowe seconded, 


and it was unanimously agreed, that the follow- 
ing should be added to the list of 


VICE-PRESIDENTS : 

Joseph Arch, Esq., M.P. 

Alfred Arnold, Esq., M.P. 

M. M. Bhownaggree, Esq., M.P. 
Mrs. Ormiston Chant. 

J. L. Cook, Esq., M.P. 

Col. J. Denny, M.P. 

G. Dixon, Esq., M.P. 

G. C. A. Drucker, Esq., M.P. 
Gen. Sir J. Bevan Edwards, M.P. 
W. D. Green, Esq., M.P. 

Sir Edward Grey. 

Lady Grey. 

E. F. G. Hatch, Esq., M.P. 

L. Atherley Jones, Esq., M.P. 
Gen. J. W. Laurie, M.P. 

J. Cumming Macdona, Esq., M.P. 
C. B. McLaren, Esq., M.P. 

J. G. Swift MacNeil, Esq., M.P. 
Beresford Melville, Esq., M.P. 
W. Pritchard Morgan, Esq., M.P. 
Mrs. Muller. 

Donald M. Nicol, Esq., M.P. 

J. F. Oswald, Esq., Q.C., M.P. 
T. Owen, Esq., M.P. 

Mrs. Owen. 

Edward Pryce-Jones, Eaq., M.P. 
C. Guy Pym, Esq., M.P. 

J.J. Shee, Esq., M.D. 

Abel Smith, Esq., M.P. 

D. A. Thomas, Esq., M.P. 

Mrs. Cobden Unwin. 

Sir W. Wedderburn, M.P. 

J. Carvell Williams, Esq. 

A. Wylie, Esq., M.P. 

Geo. Wyndham, Esq., M.P. 

M. D’Arcy Wyvill, Esq., M.P. 
T. H. Yoxall, Esq., M.P. 

Miss Isabel Logan moved, Miss Sharman 
Crawford seconded, and it was agreed that Mrs. 
Harold Cox be re-appointed auditor. 

Mrs. E. O. Fordham moved, Mr. Leeds 
seconded, and it was unanimously agreed, that 
the annual report and statement of accounts be 
adopted. 

Mrs. Russell Cooke moved, and Mrs. Leeds 
seconded, the following resolution, which was 
put to the meeting and carried unanimously :— 
“That this meeting cordially approves of the 
plan for a lecturing campaign during the autumn 
and winter, and pledges itself to do all in its 
power to secure the necessary funds and 
assistance.” 

Mrs. Taylor moved, and Mrs. Massingberd 
seconded, a vote of thanks to Mrs. D. A. Thomas 
for presiding. 

PUBLIC MEETING, 

The annual general meeting of the above 
Society was held inthe Westminster Town Hallon 
the same afternoon atfour. Mr. C. 33. McLaren, 
M.P., presided, and amongst those on the plat- 
form were Miss Alice Stone Blackwell (of Boston, 
U.S.A.), Miss Frances I!. Willard, Mrs. Wynford 
Philipps, Mrs. Scatcherd, Mrs. Taylor (of Chip- 
chase), Mrs. Russell Cooke, Miss Lalgarnie, 
Mrs. Haweis, Mrs. Broadly Reid, Mrs. E. O. 
Fordham, Mrs. Walter Grove, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leeds, Mrs. Bateson, Miss Bristowe, Mrs. 
Pearsall Smith, Miss Sharman Crawford, Mrs. 
Fenwick Miller, Mr. lt. 3. Haldane, Q.C., M.P., 
Mr. W. S$. B. McLaren, Sir Wilfred Lawson, M.P. 

Mr. C. B. McLaren in his opening remarks 
said that it was almost thirty years ago since 
the question of giving women votes came before 
Parliament; it went through all the usual 
stages of Parliamentary usage until it reached 
that of general acquiescence, but now there 
seemed to be a feeling on both sides of the 
House that they had gone too far, and they 
think that if they allow women to vote for 


members of Parliament it may lead to con- 
that will not be pleasant to either 
one or the other. They had succeeded 
in arliament in getting a 5 day set 
apart for the discussion of the Bill, but by some 
manipulation and combination: of parties that 
day had been taken away, and they had been 
deprived of the opportunity of discussing the 
measure, and out those who were ready 
soll ag peed Uni a. and ig who pe 
op ntil women votes they 
would not be able to do the best business in 
the Parliamentary market with any of the 
bog in which they were interested— 
liquor traffic, the land laws, education 
and rch questions, or special woman’s 
reforms. There were very few active friends 
of theirs in the House of Commons; most 
of the members profess to be in favour of 
‘Woman’s Suffrage, and say that when the 
proper time comes they will vote for it; but 
somehow the proper time does not ever seem to 
arrive. As long as women are content to allow 
the question to be treated in this light-hearted 
manner members will not trouble themselves 
about it much. He did not think that if women 
got the vote one party or the other would: gain 
any material advan The measure of 
political right to be given to women was a 
very serious question in front of them. It had 
been that only property owners should 
be enfranchised, but that would raise the 
opposition of the Radical Party, who are pledged 
to do away with the system of plural voting. 
Personally, he took a very wide view of the 
whole thing, for he thought every man and 
woman ought to have a vote, and he was always 
ready to CS the movement in Parliament. 
As Miss Willard had to leave, he would ask her 
to speak before the first resolution was moved. 

Miss Frances E. Willard said that she was 
glad that her friend Miss Alice Stone Blackwell 
was to speak, for she did not think that any 
woman in America knew so much about the 
8 as she did. She was the daughter of 
Lucy Stone, and that went a great way. The 

er said that she was exceedingly progres- 
sive in her class of thought. So far as she was 
concerned she would not draw the line as to 
what a woman should do, unless it was for one 
to take in washing to keep a drunken husband. 
The White Ribbon Society, which she repre- 
sented, declared now for women’s ballot as 
naturally as they drew their breath, but it took 
years of controversy to bring their women to that 
point. Frederick Douglas said that in the long 
run all the knowledge in the world would be 
able to take care of all its ignorance, and all its 
virtues to take care of all its vice; but it was 
a question how to bring the knowledge and 
virtue to bear upon the ignorance and vice. 
It was a good thing for a boy to have ever so 
much of mother in him, and at least half the 
gentleness and half the wisdom in the world 
resides under bonnets and not under hats. We 
want half the world, but it must be an undivided 
half. The home women had awakened to their 
need of Suffrage for home protection. 

Mrs. Alice Cliff Scatcherd, of Morley, moved 
the following resolution :—‘‘ That this meeting 
reiterates the demand for Women’s Suffrage 
made unceasingly for the last quarter of a 
century, recognising that only through the equal 
representation of both men and women can full 
justice be done to humanity; and further 
declares that no opportunity should be lost of 
pressing the question on the attention of 
members of Parliament, so that the Government 
of the day may be induced to include the 
measure in their programme.” Speaking in 
support she said that the resolution was quite 
correct in stating ‘“‘ we reiterate the demand,” 
for members of Parliament do not need any 
further education, what they wanted was the 
reiteration of the claim over and over again. 
What must be asked for was the full Suffrage 
which she was glad to see the resolution did ask 
for. No Society should ever lower the flag, and 
ask for less for women than men had gained, 
though, of course, an instalment of justice 
would be gladly received, if offered, rather than 
nothing. Some had hoped that women would 
be included in the Reform Bill of 1885, but had 
been disappointed. She claimed that the 
demand was now far stronger than it was at 
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that date; now there are 
women who are asking 
chise outside the actual Suffrage organisa- 
tion. The + political apes of 
women wan’ it, though e was 80) 
to say that some of them were willing to wor 
for ne who stated alr saga to 
vote woman’s ; is year, 
however, in the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Union of Women’s Liberal Associations, 
forty-four associations voted not to work for 
such candidates. This was a t+ advance. 
Ten years such a large number would not 
have so voted, and she therefore believed that in 
a year or two at most the full number of 
such associations will be willing to agree to 
this principle. She was glad to see that the 
temperance women, represented on that plat- 
form by Miss Willard, Miss Balgarnie, and Sir 
Wi Lawson, always now at their large 
meetings claimed the vote for women. She 
would refer to another class who were very 
greatly interested in the Suffrage, the women 
co-operators, and in them she had the greatest 
faith of any, for they are accustomed to take 
part in large business concerns, and understand 
the conditions under which the commodities 
are produced ; and they ask for the Suffrage not 
from outside influence, but of their own judg- 
ment and free will. She valued all the help 
that these different classes of women gave. 
She foresaw a great advance in the movement 
and the coming of the Suffrage. What she saw 
during the great dock strike at Hull and the 
coal strike convinced her that there was a great 
Syrebeing moeok the women of the working 

asses. ey did not sit at home and mourn 
when their cupboards were empty; they poured 
out into the streets, held meetings, and moved 
resolutions upholding their men, mounted flags 
and carried them, and they represented a stron, 
element of physical force. There was no easy ro 
to the su . Men had gained it through 
suffering, and women must do the same; but 
they had not resented enough the injustice that 
had been done them in the past. They have 
been too submissive.. If a few women in every 
town refused to pay their taxes, it would pro- 
duce a great impression. She was quite sure 
that when the working women had grasped the 
question of the Suffrage it would Fe to them 
one of conviction, but very few of them had 
reached that stage yet. 

Mrs. Fenwick Miller, in seconding the resolu- 
tion, spoke hopefully of the progress of women 
all along the line. 

Mr. R. B. Haldane, Q.C., M.P., in supporting, 
said that those in favour of Women’s Suffrage 
wished to see something more practical done, 
and to learn the means to be adopted to make 
their demands more potent. The logic of their 
case was perfect. omen had been admitted 
in principle to every form of subordinate 
franchise, but so far as the House of Commons 
is concerned they were farther back than they 
were a good many years ago. Those who were 
keen for the franchise must take some better 
weapon than good logic if they are to succeed. 
There was something which he missed in this 
movement. It was too much of a drawing- 
room and silk petticoat movement. He should 
like to see it associated far more closely and 
directly ‘with the great industrial questions 
which concern a far greater number of women 
than those who are now asking for the franchise. 
Why is it that men’s trades unions have become 
such a power, while women’s trades unions are 
only in theirinfancy? Itis because the men made 
the franchise a living question; because they 
brought their case not as abstract logic, but in 
a concrete form, and convinced the country at 
large that the vote was needed for their pro- 
tection. Members are easily pledged by their 
constituents to a general support for a certain 
measure; but they find when they get to the 
House of Commons that there are ten other 
pressing questions to be taken up before the less 
powerfully supported one that they may have 
promised their constituents to vote for. Only a 
very small fraction of the country at present had 
decided that Women’s Suffrage was to be con- 
sidered an urgent and practically pressing 
question. He had talked to men and women 
in the East End of London factories on this 
question. They said if it could be made clear 
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to them that it will do them an 

will be glad to have it. Women hed in bent 
for the 8 to deal with the masculine 
mind, which is merate and natural} 
hostile to the cause. ey could gain nothi y 
therefore, by logic. The substance and " 
of the whole thing is that Parliament will not 
attend to any question until public opinion 
makes it; they must make this question the 
one indis question to the 
the nation; they had to make people 
until poor women have the franchise it wil} 
be impossible for them to maintain their ground 
in the struggle for existence. 

Sir Wilfred Lawson said that he was one of 
the unregenerate men. He daresay they felt 
a kind of despair at the slowness of things, but 
if they looked back over a number of years then 
they would see that their progress was rational. 
He believed one of the’ greatest reforms would 
be the emancipation of women. He believed 
with Mr. Haldane that logic was on their side; 
but what was logical was just, and what was 
illogical was unjust; freedom was as good for 
women as for men. He was not going to 
bother himself as to what women would do with 
the franchise when they got it; that was their 
business, not his. In England they had a 
woman at the head of the country, and what 
a woman! All they asked was that women once 
every two or three years should make a crosson 
@ piece aly r, and they were told that this 
action would degrade them. 

Miss Alice Stone Blackwell, editor of the 
Woman's Journal, Boston, U.S.A., gave par- 
ticulars of the working of the ‘ Referendum ” 
in Massachusetts recently, full particulars of 
which have appeared in these columns. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting 
and carried unanimously. 

Miss Florence Balgarnie moved the following 
resolution : ‘“ That this meeting cordially ap- 

roves of the plan for a lecturing campaign 

uring the autumn and winter, and pledges 
itself to do all in its power to secure the neces- 
sary funds and assistance.” The speaker re- 
ferred to the progress made by reference to 
the petition presented in 1878 by 1,500 women 
and that recently exhibited in Westminster 
Hall, containing 250,000 signatures; but she 
was afraid that in the — stage women 
were more eager to stand for a party than to 
stand for justice to themselves. They must be 
true to themselves before anybody else. She 
was in favour of a lecturing campaign, for until 
women did not mind being pointed at as in favour 
of the Suffrage they would not accomplish much. 
She declared that women organising in political 
associations now were doing little more than play. 
They had become the helps of men, but they 
would never become their helpmeets until they 
were on an equal political footing. Women were 
good enough to canvass votes for men, but not 
considered fit to vote for themselves, so strange 
was the paradox of men’s minds. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Walter 
McLaren, who, as a member of the Committee, 
urged the financial necessities of the Association. 
He said they would be glad to receive a 
subscriptions, however small. He had a tall 
with Mr. Faithfull Begg the other day on this 
matter, and he said that it was almost useless 
going on with a Woman’s Suffrage Bill unt 
women made it a test question at the elections. 

The resolution was then carried unanimously, 
and the proceedings terminated with a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mrs. 
Haweis. 


BRISTOL AND WEST_ OF 
ENGLAND WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE SOCIETY. 


Tue annual meeting of the Bristol and West of 
England branch of the National Society for 
Women’s Suffrage was held on June 5th at ae 
offices, 69 Park-street, under the presidency © 
Mrs. Beddoe. 

The president having given a hearty welcome 
to the audience, and spoken of the great progress 
the question of Women’s Suffrage had made in 
recent years, said they had reason to hope tha 
their Bill would have been brought before 
Parliament on May 20th, but the day was 
taken for business which was not theirs 


Surely it was @ grave mistake for those in 
authority to an ever-increasing dis- 
content, especially on the part of those who 
had had no legitimate means of expressing 
their wants and wishes. Such a course of 
action must sooner or later lead to mischief 
of one kind or another. The report showed 
that each year the interest in the Women’s 
Suffrage movement increased. A petition from 
957,000 intelligent persons was a thing not to 
be despised, and if knowledge were power, as 
they were told, the women ratepayers should 
goon have their full share of the latter com- 
modity, as now most of them knew full well 
the present position of affairs. They knew 
that the vote was given to men not because 
they were strong or brave or intelligent, but 
because they were ratepayers. No one denied 


that ratepayer was a word of common gender ; 
but in defining it it seemed that they must 


ish thus—ratepayer, male, one who pays 
the taxes and enjoys the privileges: ratepayer, 
female, one who pays the same taxes, but does 
not enjoy the correlative Yerneee. (Laughter.) 
Why should that be? If it were a question of 
the inferiority of women, they would naturally 
expect to find that, in consideration of this, 


compensation was made to her by a reduced 
rate of taxation, or by peculiar privileges: but 


none such were given, not even to the widow 


weighted with the burden of supporting and 


bringing up @ family. 


Mrs. Francis (hon sec.) read the annual 


report andthe statementof accounts. ‘Thecom- 


ttee feel satisfied that the efforts made in 
constituencies throughout the country to enlist 
Parliamentary support to the Bill will work on 
with cumulative effect. In regard to the West of 
land, they would mention more especially a 


petition to Parliament from the city of Hereford, 


praying that the Bill might pass. The petition 
was forwarded to Mr. Radcliffe Cooke, M.P. for 
Hereford, who had given notice to move the 
rejection of the Bill. This petition in favour of 
the Bill contained 214 signatures of the most 


influential and prominent inhabitants of Here- 
ford. It was presented by Mr. Radcliffe Cooke 
on May 19th. The Committee would gratefully 


acknowledge the valuable co-operation given by 


the Bath Conservative Association. They 
desire also to express their acknowledgments 


to Miss McLea, who, in connection with a 
local committee, arranged a successful meeting | P 
at Cheltenham on May 12th, which was addressed 


by Mrs. Stopes. The thanks of the Committee 
are also due to many friends at Hereford for the 
help rendered by them in connection with the 
petition from that city. When the Right Hon. 
A. J. Balfour visited Bristol on February 4th 
the committee presented him with an address 
expressive of their gratitude for the support he 

given in the House of Commons to the 
claims of women for the franchise. In his 
reply he requested the hon. secs. to take ‘an 
early opportunity of expressing to the members 
the gratification with which I have received 
their thanks.’ The committee have great 
pleasure in stating that Mrs. Arthur Francis 
has most kindly consented to accept the 
position of hon. sec. to this society in conjunction 
with Miss Tribe. The committee feel how 
much of the recent help obtained from friends 
in Western constituencies is due to her organis- 
ing power and energy, and they earnestly hope 


she may be enabled to continue as one of their 
hon. secretaries.” 


Miss Elizabeth Sturge, in moving the adoption 
of the report, said it was a very interesting and 
encouraging one. It wasa great disappointment 
that their Bill was not brought before Parliament, 
but they had good cause for hope in the future. 
The report gave them grounds for encourage- 
ment, and she urged them to continue their 
efforts, perhaps even with greater activity, and 
in the end their exertions would be attended 
with success. 

Mr. Meredyth seconded the resolution, and 
observed that the question was happily free from 
aa and was supported by men of all parties. 
ce reason why they should not regret that 

ime was not found for the consideration of the 
ee was that generally when there were 
alterations in the franchise a dissolution followed, 
aL. an appeal was madc to the newly-franchised 
electors. He trusted that one of the acts of 
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the present Parliament would be to pass their 


measure. Personally, he had not made up his 
mind about women sitting in the House; but to 
— a member of a civilised community of a 
voice in the affairs of the country was, to his 
mind, not only — but an intense absurdity. 
Ladies apg, erie their capabilities as 
members of of Guardians and other 
bodies, should surely be entrusted with a share 


of the management of the concerns of the 
nation. 


The resolution was adopted. 

Onthe Reoposttion of Miss Priestman, seconded 
by Miss Estlin, the members chosen to form 
the committee for the ensuing year were elected. 

Mrs. Arthur Francis moved: “That this 
meeting desires to express its sincere thanks 
to Mr. G. Wyndham, Mr. Faithfull Begg, Mr. 
Lewis Fry, Mr. Colston, Mr. Rankin, and all 
the members of Parliament who balloted for 
a day for the Women’s Suffrage Bill. While 
recording the deep sleaecintenetts felt by this 
society at the subsequent loss of the day secured 
by their efforts, it considers a distinct advance 
has been made throughout the country owing 
to the general rally and united effort of friends 
in the constituencies, who have impressed on 
members of Parliament the widespread demand 
which exists for this reform.” The speaker 
observed that women were doing excellent work 
on School Boards, Boards of Guardians, and in 
other ways, but they were often sick at heart 
because they felt they could go no further until 
women had the degssting. a needed the 
vote to help each other, and to enable them to 
take a higher view of their own personal respon- 
sibility in important public questions. 

Miss Blackburn seconded the resolution, and 
said that they must do all they could to demon- 


strate that the Women’s Suffrage movement 


was full of vitality. She suggested, amon 
other things, that they should induce politica 
societies in every constituency to 


resolutions to every member of Parliament. 

Mrs. Ashworth Hallett, in supporting the 
resolution, said that she had been looking 
through a large number of newspaper cuttings 
with reference to the appeal from women for 
the Suffrage which had made so much com- 
motion in the House of Commons, and it was a 
notable fact that almost without exception the 
ress was on the side of the claim for the 
Suffrage. This showed that the Press reflected 
public opinion, and yet no fewer than five 
members of Parliament broke out in angry 
protest against the presence of ladies presenting 
their appeal in Westminster Hall. One oppo- 
nent in Parliament came to look at the signa- 
tures, and in angry tones declared that ‘‘ men do 
the work of the world.” Possibly his women 
did no work, but he forgot that millions of other 
women toiled. In the Frome contest just ended 
the candidates filled their speeches with pro- 
mises of how they would push the claims of 
working men. They would have been considered 
Quixotic if they had spent their breath and time 
in assuring us that they cared for, and would 
consider, the claims of women. The speaker 
referred to the acknowledgment public men 
had made of the services of women during 
contested elections, and remarked that she 
could not understand why the assistance of 
ladies should be sought and welcomed in the 
rough and tumble work, and yet why they 
should be denied the right of going to the 
ballot-box and quietly dropping their voting 
papers therein. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mrs. Robeson proposed a vote of thanks to 
Mrs. Beddoe. 

Mrs. Hale seconded the resolution, which was 
carried. 

The President having briefly replied, the pro- 
ceedings closed. 


BIRMINGHAM WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE SOCIETY. 


Tue biennial meeting of the Birmingham 
Women’s Suffrage Society was held on June 
12th, in the Committee Room of the Midland 
Institute. Mrs. Ashford presided, and there 
were also present Mrs. Osler (hon. secretary), 


treasurer), Mrs. 


ronounce in 
favour of Women’s Suffrage, and to forward 
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Mrs. C. E. Mathews, Mrs. W. H. ie my Mrs. 
Fellows, Mrs. Rubery, Mrs. J. R. a (hon. 
, Mrs. Gibson, Miss Edith 
Smith, Miss Stillwell, Major-General Phelps, 
and others.—The Hon. Secretary, in her report, 
reviewed the history of Women’s Suffrage during 
the past two years, which includes two Parlia- 
ments, and an interv general election. 
During the general election of the candi- 
dates gave in their adhesion to the pace 
Women’s Suffrage, — George n, 
Mr. Jesse Collings, and Benjamin Stone.— 
Mrs. J. K. Reid read the statement of accounts, 
which showed a small adverse balance.—Mrs. 
Ashford, in ging Sg adoption of the reports, 
regretted to say the question of Women’s 
Suffrage seemed to have got into the toils of 
diplomacy—toils sufficiently strong to bar the 
progress of any cause, however great. On the last 
occasion the subject was disoussed in the House 
of Commons it was lost by the narrow majority 
of 23 votes, and on the previous occasion by 16 
only. She believed that when they next got 
the Bill before the House it would stand an 
excellent chance of being carried. Members of 
Parliament had had a strong evidence of the 
ee of women oh the subject in the memorial 
si by no fewer than 257,000 of their sex. 
eir object was to obtain a Parliamentary 
franchise on the same conditions as it was held by 
men. They recognised that men did not acquire 
all at once advantages they now enjoyed. But 
they asked that it should be conceded as a 
rinciple that women were citizens, and, as such, 
ad a right to the franchise. It behoved them 
in future to decline to work for gentlemen who 
wished to enter Parliament who, when they got 
there, would vote that women should be placed 
on a lower level than the most ignorant man in 
their constituency. (Applause.) They must 
make up their minds only to work for those 
gentlemen who would vote for Women’s 
Suffrage; such a resolution could not fail 
to have a strong effect on the minds of aspiring 
legislators. — General Phelps seconded the 
motion, and spoke of the disability under which 
the whole country laboured through not being 
able to avail itself of the wisdom of its women. 
Boards of Guardians had benefited immensely 
by the services of women, and he greatly 
regretted the proposal of the Education Bill to 
exclude them from School Boards. — Mrs. 
Mathews seconded the resolution, and it was 
carried.—On the motion of Mrs. Ryland, seconded 
by Miss Stillwell, a vote of thanks was passed 
to the president, Mrs. Ashford; the hon. 
secretary, Mrs. Osler; and the hon. treasurer, 
Mrs. J. K. Reid, and they were unanimously 
re-elected.—A vote of thanks to Mrs. Ashford 
for presiding, moved by Mrs. Reid, and seconded 
by Mrs. Fellows, brought the meeting to a close. 
—Mrs. Fellows emphasised the necessity of 
women considering what they were doing when 
they were working for Parliamentary candidates 
in future. 


DURHAM UNIVERSITY DEGREES 
FOR WOMEN. 


As so much attention has lately been paid to 
the refusal of the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge to grant degrees to women, it is 
perhaps time to direct the notice of those 
women who aspire to University honours to 
the fact that Durham University will treat 
them with greater courtesy, as all its degrees 
(save those theological) are equally open to men 
and women. We strongly advise those who 
desire to write the magical letters after their 
names—which will testify to their knowledge of 
medicine, science, and literature—to prosecute 
their studies where they may be obtained, and 
where not merely every facility is offered to ~ 
ensure success, including a women’s hostel, but 
where the fees are so reasonable that none 
may be deterred upon the score of expense from 
securing a thorough University training. We 
notice that last week seven women students 
passed the first and eleven the second examina. 
tions for the new degree of Bachelor of Litera- 
ture (B.Litt.) Particulars as to degrees, fees, 
&c., may be obtained either from the Secretary, 
Durham College of Licenses, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, or from Miss Royce, Mistress of the 
Women’s Hostel, Eslington Tower, Newcastle. 


“BELFAST HOUSE.”| | 


Established for 130 Years. 


WALPOLE'S 
IRISH LINEN SALE 


Continue through JULY, 


When they will offer their whole Stock of Superior 
Hand-Woven 


DOUBLE DAMASK TABLE LINEN, 
LADIES’ UNDERCLOTHING, 


CAMBRIC AND LACE HANDKERCHIEFS, &. THE 


At Bona-fide Reductions on List Prices, and such 
as no other retail firm, not being makers, could 
afford to sell at. 


Special Sale Price List and Patterns sent 
free to any address on application. 


SOME SALE PRICES. 


DAMASK TABLECLOTHS. 
2 yards square, 2/6, 2/11, 4/6 to 9/6 each 
3 5/6, 6/9, 7/8, 8/6 to 15/- each 
DAMASK NAPKINS. 
Breakfast size, 2/-, ; S 
Done Pi 38, 16, 7, 472, Done dosen 
VEINED AFTERNOON TEA CLOTHS. 
Reduced to 2/6, 2/9, 8/6, 4/-, 5/6, 6/6 each 
LINEN SHEETS (Hemmed). 
For 8 Bed , 11/6. » 16, i 
For oN sets Mt ey ay er Pal 
LINEN SHEETS (Hemstitched). 
For Single Beds, 6/11, 9/-, 11/6, 14/- each 
For Double Beds, 11/6, 12/6, 18/6, 16/6 each 
COTTON SHEETS (Hemmed). 
2 yards by 8 yards, 4/4, 5/6, 5/9, 6/4, 6 ai 
8 : ” : dae : 9/6, 1a/8. 16”) per pair a 
LINEN PILLOW CASES. 
1044., 1/-, 1/8, 1/6, 1/10 each 
CAMBRIC HANDKERCHIEFS (All Flax). 
Ladies’, 1/11, 2/-, 2/9, 8/6, 6/- per dozen 
Gentlemen’s, 2/11, 3/4, 4/-, 4/11, 6/- per dozen 
HEMSTITCHED. HANDKERCHIEFS (All Flax). 
Ladies’, 2/11, 8/5, 4/5, 5/4 per dozen 
Gentlemen’s, 4/11, 6/4, 7/4, 8/4 per dozen 
FANCY EMBROIDERED & VEINED HANDKERCHIEFS. 
83d., 4d., 6d., 6d. each ; worth double 
TOWELS. 
Huckaback, 2/-, 2/104, 4/-, 4/3 ve half dozen 
Hemstitched Linen, 4/4, 6/6, 7/6, 9/4 per half dozen 
BLANKETS. 
For Single Beds, 6/11, 8/11, 9/11, 12/3 fer pair 
For Double Beds, 13/6, 15/6, 16/6, 19/- per } air 
HOUSEHOLD CLOTHS. 


Dusters, 1/8, 1/5, 1/8, 2/6, 8/3 per dozen 
Glass Cloths, 2/11, 3/9, 4/2 4/11, 6/- per dozen 
Kitchen Rubbers, 2/4, 3/-, 3/3, 3/6 per dozen 


ALL GOODS HEMMED FREE OF CHARGE. 


Carriage paid to all parts of the Country 
on orders of £1 and upwards. 


Orders sent from Abroad during Sale Time will 
be executed at Sale Prices. 


Walpole Brothers, 


LIMITED, 
Irish Linen and Damask Manufacturers, 
89, New Bond Sireet, 


(Two Doors from Oxford Street) 
AND 


102, Kensington High Street, 
LONDON, W. 


ALSO AT 
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OUR PRIZES. 


A NUMBER of excellent papers have been sent 
in for the Cookery Prize, so that it has been 
somewhat difficult to adjudicate upon them. 
The papers sent in by 
Miss Kathleen Lyle, 30 Burlington Road, 
Dublin, and 
Miss K. Thorne, 30 Nursery Road, Harborne, 
near Birmingham, 

are both so excellent that it has been decided to 
divide the prize between them, and _ half-a- 
guinea, has accordingly been sent to each lady- 
Their papers will be published in succeeding 
issues of the Woman’s SIGNAL. 

Honourable mention is given, and a book as a 
memento will be sent to 

Miss K. Oulton, 28 Herbert Place, Dublin; 
Miss E. M. Haddon, Naseby, 18 Ritherdon Road, 
Upper Tooting, S.W.; Miss Frances Pring, 
20 Booterstown Avenue, Booterstown, Dublin; 
Miss Elvin, 84 Wellington Street, Luton, Beds ; 
Miss Jennie Eardley, 33 Clive Street, Tunstall, 
Stafis ; Miss Una Hawson, ‘“‘ Dungarth,” Luton, 
Beds; Miss L. E. Coates, 117 Philip Lane, 
South Tottenham, N. 


THE JUBILEE OF FREE 


TRADE. 


Ir is tolerably certain that the great 
expectations which were cherished by the 
workers in the Free Trade cause have 
been very far from realised. It is 56 years 
ago since Free Trade was secured, and the 
two great results which Mr. Cobden in his 
most sanguine moments anticipated would 
follow, namely, the conversion of all other 
nations to Free Trade, with such a con- 
sequent binding together of international 
interests as to make war impossible, and 
the almost abolition of poverty, are as far 
from being realised as ever. 

In this long space of time, absolutely no 
progress has been made by the Free Trade 
idea in the rest of the world. This is not 
only the case as regards the Continental 
nations, but also as regards our own 
relatives in our colonies and America. 
There seems to be little doubt that the 
new President of the United States will be 
Mr. McKinley, whose claim to prominence 
and position is the fact that he was the 
author of the most violent protective Bill 
that has probably ever been passed into law 


45°&°47, CORPORATION ST., BIRMINGHAM, | in any country. Under the McKinley Act, 
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duties which increased the price to the 
consumer of manufactured articles imported 
into the United States from abroad, some. 
times as much as 50 per cent., and in a 
very great many cases 30 per cent., were 
imposed. The accession to power of 
President Cleveland was followed by 4 
decrease in some of the duties, but stil] 
America remained strongly Protectionist ; 
and the dissatisfaction of the country with 
even the very limited measure of Free Trade 
that President Cleveland admitted is shown 
by the increased strength of his opponents 
at this election. Every Continental country 


1 also maintains its custom houses all along 


its frontier, and taxes heavily the manu- 
factures that come into it from abroad. 
Even our own Colonies place large duties 
upon a great many articles of consumption. 
As to war, it has not been affected in the 
smallest degree by the removal of the taxes 
on goods made or produced abroad, which 
Mr. Cobden believed to be the great cause 
of the foreign dislike of England. Our own 
Merchandise Marks Act has acquainted us 
to some extent with the great number of 
articles of our daily use that we purchase 
from Germany, but though those articles 
are sold here by the Germans without any 
obstruction, the German newspapers are 
still full of abuse of England, and we had 
recently strong proof of the joy with which 
any check to England is received in 
Germany. So far, therefore, as Free Trade 
was to be regarded as an offering of friend- 
ship between nations, it has completely 
failed. As an economic device, if we are 
not ready to admit that it has failed for 
ourselves, we are at least obliged to confess 
that the sharp business men who manage 
the affairs of other nations are in no way 
convinced by our experience that Free 
Trade would be an advantage to them. 

It is a fact, however, that the circum- 
stances of England are different from those 
of any other nation, and fifty years ago 
were yet more different. We have had a 
period of great prosperity under Free 
Trade, which we could not have had with- 
out it. England is not an ideal country for 
growing corn. At no period of our history 
have our people been almost entirely fed 
upon this costly form of food except during 
these fifty years, during which we have ob- 
tained it from parts of the world in which 
the harvest is more abundant, more cer- 
tain, and more easily produced. In earlier 
times rye end oatmeal were much used to 
make the bread of our peasantry; even 
barley seems to have been more common 
in past centuries as a material for bread- 
making than wheat. The acceptance of 
Free Tiade by our Government was coincl- 
dent with the great development in the 
application of steam to machinery and to 
means of transportation, by which the coal 
and iron that exist in our soil could be fully 
applied to manufacturing processes, and 
this enabled us to purchase with our manu 
factures the corn that is so much more 
readily produced in other parts of the 
world than it is by our farmers. Other 
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countries have not the same means, or | 


have not arrived at the same stage of 
development, as this country at that mo- 
ment possessed, for taking advantage of 
the permission to trade freely with others. 

Whether the advantages that we then 
possessed over other nations are not on the 
point of being exhausted is far too large a 
question for a short article. But the true 
moral of the comparative failure of Free 
Trade in the abolition of poverty ought not 
to be overlooked on the occasion when the 
termination of half a century of its work- 
ing draws attention to it. The profit of 
cheaper food has been all swallowed up by 
our people in the increase of population. It 
is an extraordinary fact that the population 
of this country has more than trebled in the 
century. There are more people now in 
London alone than there were in all England 
in the days of Queen Elizabeth. Between 
the beginning of the century and 1841 the 
population increased from 9,000,000 to 
15,000,000. But in the succeeding twenty 
years it increased as much as in those 
previous forty years, and this was where a 
large proportion of the improved trade and 
the cheaper food was swallowed up. We 
number now about 30,000,000; we could 
not, therefore, feed from our own soil a 
fourth part of our people. But these people 
would not be there to feed but for Free 
Trade in corn ; for it is quite certain that 
the cheapness of food causes increase of 
population to come about. Moreover, the 
result of the readiness with which we have 
up to now been able to purchase food stuffs 
with our manufactures is that we grow 
every year less and less of our own food in 
proportion to our total number. Free 
Trade is still so dominant an idea amongst 
us that the mere whisper of inter-Empire 
duties that Mr. Chamberlain recently uttered 
has been received as heresy. And Free 
Trade will hold its own, no doubt, amidst 
us for long years, perhaps for ever. Still, 
one cannot help wishing that German, or 
French, or Belgian, or American, or Colonial 
statesmen could be brought to see with us 
the beauty of Freedom of Trade. 

Meantime, we have an entirely different 
state of society in this country because of 
our Free Trade than we should have had 
without it. We cannot go back on our 
footsteps; our boats are burned; to put 
protective duties on food-stuffs (and it is 
mainly food that we buy from other 
nations) in England would mean misery 
now. But we shall not know the true 
benefits of Free Trade till all great nations 
have adopted it. It would be well for them 
if they did so, we feel sure; but if they do not 
do so in the course of a moderate period of 
future time, we may discover terrible evils 
in our position—over-populated, with no 
Prospect of expansion of trade, and yet 
absolutely unable to feed our own numbers 
from our own soil. Universal peace, both 
m arms and in commerce, is the ideal ; 
but for one nation alone to move to it may 
produce grave results in either case to the 
Progressive but rash people. 
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SIGNALS FROM OUR 
WATCH TOWER. 


Ir was curious to hear Mr. Haldane assert 
that at the Central Society’s meeting ‘in 
the House of Commons Women’s Suttrage 
is farther back than it has ever been.” It is no 
sign of this being the fact that we have been, by 
one and another dodge, prevented from having 
the question brought to the vote for the last 
four years. On the contrary, if the enemy 
knew that we should be defeated by a large 
majority and that the conduct of the men who 
voted against us, or failed to vote at all, would 
not be afterwards resented in the constituencies, 
there would be no difficulty in getting the vote 
taken. 


For my part, I think the progress that has 
been already made is magnificent. In this 
country associations of women of every sort 
now declare with more or less earnestness 
in favour of the vote, and women already 
exercise all votes except that for M.P. When 
Queen Victoria came to the throne—she who 
still rules—not one woman ever voted, and 
when John Stuart Mill moved the Suffrage 
resolution in 1867 hardly any women were 
prepared to hail his action on their behalf. Is 
not this progress ? 


In the rest of the world, there are two 
important British Colonies, New Zealand and 
South Australia, in which women are now 
voting; and in America, at the forthcoming 
Presidential Election, the women of three 
States will be directly represented. Does any- 
body suppose that what the women of New 
Zealand and South Australia are doing now 
the women of Victoria and Queensland are 
going to be debarred from doing? Or that the 
women of New York and Massachusetts are not 
to vote, while the women of Colorado and 
Wyoming may, in the election of their chief 
ruler? Or that we, the women of this noble 
country, ever forward in the van of the fight for 
liberty and fair play, will continue to be ex- 
cluded from the exercise of that duty which our 
sisters in our own Colonies and our cousins in 
America are showing they can perform ? Where 
is the sense of this? It cannot stand! 


In Victoria, as already recorded here, a 
Woman’s Suffrage Bill passed the lower House 
last December and was thrown out in the Upper 
House. In New South Wales a deputation 
representing influential societies has been re- 
ceived by the Premier, who promised next 
session to give all his influence to a Suffrage 
Bill; he will get it adopted as a Cabinet 
measure, if possible, or, failing that, will try 
to secure that some member of the Govern- 
ment shall introduce it and _ shall have 
time to press it on. In California the great 
Convention of the Republican party of the 
State (the party which is expected to carry the 
day at the next election) has voted the accept- 
ance of the Suffrage as a “ plank,” /.e., some- 
thing they are bound to carry when they come 
to power; and one of the great Californian daily 
papers has instituted a special ‘“ Woman’s 
Suffrage Department.” Really, I do not see the 
excuse for a pessimistic speech like Mr. Haldane’s 
when we fairly survey the field of the world. 
The harvest is carried in some places, ripe for 
the sickle in others, and growing strongly in the 
ear in Great Lritain itself. Nowhere is the 
ground barren, or even thin, amongst the 
English-speaking races. 


On April 25th the newly enfranchised women 


of South Australia exercised their vote for the 


an i aaa aaa eee ee 


| first time. Nearly 137,000 voters were entitled 


to vote, and of these some 60,000 were women. 
The percentages who exercised the vote in either 
sex cannot be ascertuined, but the scene is thus 
described by Mrs. F.. W. Nicholls. It will be 
noticed that married as well as single women 
have the right to vote there. There is, in fact, 
adult Suffrage :— 

“The world of women was early astir ; before 
eight o'clock the voters were waiting for the 
doors of the polling-places to open, and some 
who were ambitious to be the first to vote 
managed to win that distinction. During the 
morning the greater number of voters were 
ladies of wealth and leisure, those who came 
early being frequently accompanied by husbands, 
fathers, brothers, or sons. In the afternoon the 
majority of votes were recorded by the poorer 
and more hard-working people; and husbands 


/ and wives, and young men and their sweet- 


hearts, were scen taking a walk to the polling 
places. People used to be intensely anxious as 
to what would become of the babies while the 
mothers went to vote, and it was observed here 
that a great many mothers took their babies 
with them, and carried them right in, without 
causing anyone any inconvenience. In some 
cases they took the family out for a walk, 
and left the bigger children outside while 
they carried the baby in and recorded their 
vote. At one polling-place some of the 
canvassers were most eager in their offers to 
hold the baby while the mother voted. A 
larger proportion of votes were recorded, and 
there were fewer informal ones, than in other 
years, proving that the women voted in an in- 
telligent and business-like manner, although, as 
the papers were alike, no number can be given 
as to the difference between the voting of men 
and women. The ‘demoralising’ influence of 
the polling-booth, of which we have heard so 
much, did not appear. Good behaviour pre- 
vailed everywhere, and even at night, when 
about 15,000 persons assembled in front of the 
newspaper offices to see the results, the hun- 
dreds of ladies present were not in any way 
inconvenienced; and, while their presence 
tended to good order, it did not check any 
harmless fun or stifle any reasonable expres- 
sions of approval or disapproval.”’ 


As to how the women voted there is a hot 
discussion going cn. It seems that charges 
have been made against the Premier that it was 
hoped by his enemies would lead women to 
vote against his return to power. But, as a 
Statesinan, he has been favourable to the 
women’s cause at all times. The enemy claim 
that the women remembered this, and forbore 
sufficiently to enquire into the private life of 
himself or his supporters. It is impossible here 
in England to judge of the truth of the matter. 
What is certain is that the wemen’s organisa- 
tions did not plump against him, and that the 
DPremier’s foes were disappointed at this 
reserve. 


The Sydney Mail of May 2nd states the case 
thus :— Uncertainty as to the way in which 
the women’s vote would be cast was another 
new factor, and increased the excitemnent. The 
attitude of the le .ders of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union perplexed even many of its 
friends. While sound as to its purity measures, 
the executive was absolutely silent when it 
came to the question of the men who should be 
asked to carry them. Indeed, the president of 
the union took up the position that it was none 
of their business to inquire as to the character 
of the candidates, not even of those about whom 
very definite statements were made. In North 
Adelaide Mr. Cornelius Proud raised the 
question of the right of an elector to catechise 
«a candidate in relation to his private life, to 
show his fitness or otherwise for election, and 
at one time it seemed asif one of the candidates 
would prosecute him for criminal libel. The 
arduous nature of the electioneering was in- 
creased; in fact, candidates have addressed 
meetings for ladies only, and music and after- 
noon tea were new features of electioncering 
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tactics. Onc reason has helped to preserve 
a discipline on the side of the democrats, 
+ is, the fear of losing free education.” 
* * 

Mrs. Nicholls, the President of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, replies to these 
strictures :— 

‘Our union has been accused of supporting 
men of immoral character as cnistidaten for 
Parliament. This is utterly false; we are not 


as a union supporting any particular candidates, 
nor as a union o any, and as individuals 
we certainly not vote for any man of whose 


character we are doubtful ; we prefer to pump 
or return our papers unmarked. Neither wi 

we vote for any man who is interested in an 
immoral business. . . . Viewed from the 
standpoint of social reformers, the elections are 
a decided gain. Most of the new members are 
more favourable to temperance and purity legis- 
lation than those whom they succeed, ,and in 
two districts the change marks a new era in 
this res , which was greatly needed, and is 
largely due to the votes of women. We did not, 
as a Union, choose out candidates for support, 
and did not deem it desirable publicly to oppose 
any of whom we did not approve, but we made 
careful enquiry about their character, as well as 
about their political views, and voted for those 
whom we believed to be good, although in doing 
this we had in some cases to vote against men 
who were in accord with us politically, which 


cost us no little self-denial. Inour preparations 
for election day we did not forget the power of 
prayer.” 


* * * 


It is interesting to read the entire corre- 
spondence on the subject in the local papers. 
One of the writers pertinently observes that it 
is ridiculous to suppose that men can have 
been allowing politics to be degraded by giving 
men of evil life power by the votes of other 
men for many years, and to now expect that 
women are to come in and clear out the Augean 
stable at one election! Another letter expresses 
satisfaction that women have, while making 
their demand for honourable and moral men 
as candidates clear, refrained from needless 
prying into private life or censorious gossip as 
to personal character. 

* * * 

What is truly important and interesting, how- 
ever, is the attitude of these new voters to the 
interests of their own sex. I want women to 
have the suffrage to help, raise, guard, and 
improve the general position of womEeN; and 
this, I believe, will be done indirectly by the 
mere fact of their voting on an equality with 
men, and directly by the attention they will 
secure to the state of the law affecting their 
sex. Hence it,is with far more interest that I 
read of what they are asking for themselves 
than I read of the disappointment of this or that 
party in their action on general politics. 

* * % 

According to the Melbourne Age :—“ At 
Adelaide on Thursday a deputation from the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union and the 
Women’s League waited on the Premier to-day 
and asked that amendment of the laws affecting 
the interests of women be made part of the 
Government policy. The requests were :— 

(1) Raising of the age of protection for girls 
to 18 years, and extension of the period during 
which prosecution may be commenced from 
two to twelve months from the time of offence 
against a girl under the age of consent. 
(2) Equal divorce laws, abolishing the necessity 
of women proving cruelty as well as adultery. 
(3) Equitable amendments to law of bequest, 
making it illegal for a man to leave his wife and 
family unprovided for by bequeathing his 
property to others. Providing that a wife who 
has to live separately from her husband on 
account of cruelty or neglect may have proper 
maintenance. (4) Amending the laws relating 
to seduction by fraud or false pretence, so that 
the woman may claim damages in her own 
right without plea of loss of service to her 


qoandien or employer. 
w relating to ilfe 
may be proved 
provision decreed before the birth of a child. 
(6) Legal provision for placing a fair proportion 
of women on 


institutions where women and children are 
received. 


itimacy, so that paternity 
Galore courts and anos 


the boards of management of all 


‘* Mr. Kingston said he would have to submit 


the matter to his colleagues. The Government 
was strongly inclined to sup 


port raising the 


of protection for girls from 16 to 18 years. 


to the extension of the iod of prosecutions 
limit, he thought no astiieg : 


; itrary limit could be 
ly justified. As to the equalization of 


the divorce laws, he would say, ‘ We are with 
you, and if we can give it to you we will;’ but 
as to a woman claiming 
fraud or false pretences in her own 
had much more difficulty in holding out favour- 


— hopes. He did not think it a good thing 


dishonour.” [This is an odd ar, 
bering that it was only asked for a remedy in 
case a fraud and false pretence, not for persua- 
sion. 
that the laws relating to illegitimacy should be 
so amended that legal proceedings might be 
taken before the birth of a child, and as to legal 
provision for placing a fair number of women 
on the boards of institutions where women and 


children are received, he thoroughly agreed with 
them.” 


for seduction by 
ht, he 


give any woman an interest in her own 
ent, remem- 


‘* He was thoroughly with the deputation 


3% 


Every one of these demands is fair and 


just. The granting of them would considerably 
reduce the sum-total of the anguish of woman- 
hood. Everywhere, when women obtain the 
Franchise, it is just such laws to protect girls, 
to cherish child-life, to elevate wifehood, and to 
help in women’s government of affairs, that 
they demand by its means. 
petticoat’ that needs such laws, but the poor, 
the less protected girls and women of the middle 
and working class. 
‘silk petticoat ’’—by which Mr. Haldane, our 
‘‘ candid friend,’’ means the educated woman— 
who is wise enough to see clearly that the vote 
is needed to get such reforms, and that by the 
vote alone will they come. 


It is not the “ silk 


But it may easily be only the 


Some years ago the Institute of Chartered 


Accountants was formed for the purpose of giving 
a professional status and education to a some- 
what anomalous class of business men. 
charter permitted the holding of examinations and 
the grant of certificates, but did not in any way 
close the doors of accountancy to those who 
refused to avail themselves of these insignia of 
competency. There is now a Bill before Parlia- 
ment—indeed, there are two Bills—for com- 
pleting the work and establishing a system of 


The 


registration, under which for the future none but 


duly examined and approved persons shall 


be permitted to hold themselves out as account- 
ants. The Chartered Accountants’ examina- 


tion is nearly as stiff as that which is undergone 


by solicitors. Still, a large proportion of the 
profession have voluntarily subjected them- 
selves to it, and, considering the responsible 
duties which are performed by accountants, it 


is not unreasonable, in the interests of the 


public, that they should be persons of approved 
qualifications. But among practising account- 
ants there is now a fair sprinkling of women, 
and the Institute has never recognised women 
accountants, and does not propose to register 
them. The Bills now before the House will be 
strongly opposed on this ground, and, unless 
terms are made with the ladies, the registration 
scheme will probably fall through. 


Perseverance has been rewarded by the 
carrying of the Deceased Wife's Sister Bill’s 
second reading in the House of Lords, but it 
may yet be lost on third reading. 


(5) Amendment of the 


| sash with ends at the left side. 
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WHAT TO WEAR. 


Pretty dresses are always to be found at 
58, Seater Portman Square, and the last 
time 


paid a visit to Mrs. ett I found her 


very busy over Ascot gowns. Quite an id 
frock for the occasion was a figured al; ae 


shade of blue—one of those s58 7 


cs 

efinite colours which are so eminently pleas. 
ing in hot weather. 

throughout with oe silk, whilst the bodice 
was partially vei y & square of c ; 
chiffon covered with an anal Sage 


The dress was lined 


ué pattern in 


lace finished off by a deep turn-down collar of 
the same. White ribbons were passed round 
the waist and carelessly tied in front—a dainty 
finish to a dress, but only becomin 
slender waist. A second dress, intend 
worn on a duller day, was a fawn-coloured 
camel’s-hair, made wit 
pink vest covered with guipure. 
tea-gown, intended for the same wearer, was in 
white oriental satin, covered with a chiné 
pattern of May blossom in pink and 
The front was made in white accordeon- 
silk. Prettier than all was an evening dress 
which was to be worn at a dinner given after the 
Cup day. The material was a pale pink satin 
brocaded with grey flowers, the effect resembled 
that of mother-o’-pearl, and the bodice was 
se ae in careless folds, crossing over from 
shoul 

silver-grey chiffon filled in the centre of the 
décolletage, and the sleeves consisted of alternate 
flounces of pink and grey chiffon, so as to pro- 
duce the mother o’ pearl effect. This evening 
dress was quite a thing of beauty, reflecting the 


to a 
to be 


a basque bodice and a 
A beautiful 


een, 
eated 


er to waist; a pleated chemisette of 


greatest credit on the clever designer. 

Mrs. Hallett has a large connection abroad, 
and I noticed a charming little dress which was 
going to Ceylon, which was carried out in white 
canvas, trimmed with white chiffon, edged with 


black lace. This was to be worn by a lady in 


half mourning, and it would tertainly look very 
pretty in conjunction with a large black and 
white hat. A very handsome dress for the 
drawing-room was in black velvet with a 
petticoat of oyster-white satin veiled in old lace, 
Mrs. Hallett is particularly clever in making 
those simple little gowns, which look so appropri- 
ate to the hot weather, she has quite a genius for 
the arrangement of grass-lawn. I fell quite in 
love with a grass-lawn which I saw at this 
milliner’s. It was a very transparent kind of 
grass-lawn, figured with fancy stripes, and it 
was rendered doubly attractive by being laid 
over green. Mrs. Hallett’s productions are 
always in excellent taste, and her dresses are 
always such as a lady likes to wear. 


The styles get simpler as the season proceeds, 
and all exaggeration is looked on as bad taste. 
The high puffed sleeves are quite departed, and 
the collar which stuck far out on either shoulder 
is also banished; and we may be glad of its 
going, for no better device was ever invented 
for making a woman look as broad as she was 
long. Epaulettes are being unpicked or turned 
into collars, for a great deal is still worn round 
the neck, and the Paris ruftles are gaining in 
favour every day. Grass-lawn is quite the 
leading material at present, and it seems the 
only suitable material for garden parties and 


fétes. 


The high-crowned hat is another Parisian 
fashion which is gaining favour, but the 
abundance of roses with which it is usually 
trimmed takes away from the eerie effect 
which one would naturally associate with 
a “witches’” head-gear. Personally, I prefer 
these hats trimmed with a group of tall feathers 
at one side, with the high crown well defined, 
covered with satin, for example, slightly draped 
and embroidered in spangles. I saw the hand- 
some young Duchess of Sutherland last week in 
a high-crowned hat, looking wonderfully well. 
The hat was white, with a tall group of white 
ostrich feathers in front, rising from a cluster of 
Maréchal Niel roses, which looked exactly as 
though they were growing. Her dress was 
entirely white, and she was a pleasant vision 1D 
the midst of a heated crowd. At the reception 
which her Grace gave the Women Journalists 
Association, she wore white satin, and a blue 


CHIFFON. 
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MESSRS. WALPOLE’S SALE, 


ave sung the praises of Messrs. Walpole’s 
Wee and house haon before this, and those of 
our readers who have tested it will know that it 
was with perfect truth. This being one of the 
oldest established firms of linen manufacturers in 
Ireland, having almost an entire village en- 
d in their work, where the whole of the 
sses are carried 
Piston and without the intervention of the 
middle man, their are not only of the 
very first quality, but are also sold in London 
at considerably lower prices than those of 
petianey shops where two or three intermediate 
profits have to be paid. It is a mistake to sup- 
se that it is any dearer to buy at the great 
Foapes such as this than at smaller establish- 
ments; the reverse is the case, because the 
ter command of capital, as is well known, 
enables more advan us production to be 
carried on, and establishments like this, content 
to accept reasonable profits on the turnover, 
can supply the public at a lower rate than is 
possible to smaller houses. Moderate prices 
always, becoming incredibly cheap for the sale, 
will be found to rule at Messrs. Walpole’s estab- 
lishments, 89 New Bond-street (two doors from 
Oxford-street), and 102 Kensington High-street, 
London. 
It is true that the millionaire, English or 
American, who desires goods of the very first 


ecently they re-stocked 
Government House, Canada, 
with linen for Lady Aberdeen, 
and this very week the Earl of 
Elgin and Kincardine, Viceroy 
2 aay of India, 
has been pleased to honour 
Messrs. Walpole Bros., Ltd., by 
appointing them linen manu- 
facturers to His Excellency. 

The embroideries that the 
Irish women do are to the 
full as beautiful as those that 
are produced by any foreign 
workers. There are open to 
inspection or purchase some 
magnificent sheets and pillow- 
cases, with fine embroideries, 
practically indeed lace work, 
the tiny holes worked round, 
seeming as though they. could 
only be done by fairy fingers, 
the price of which is many 
pounds per pair. But, on the 
other hand, at the same counter, 
linen sheets can be obtained 
from 9s. 9d. per pair during 
the sale, for it should be men- 
tioned that all the goods in the 
establishment are marked down 
ata very considerable reduction 
for the next month, and, by the way, those 
of our readers who live abroad and do not 
get the announcement in time to send until 
after the sale is concluded will notice that if 
their orders are posted before the end of the 


month they will be served at the sale prices. | 


All the favourite patterns in table linen may 
be found in the sale, the ‘ Suntlower,” the 


“Japanese Fans,” and the “Palms” being | 


particularly artistic and beautiful patterns. 
Amongst the newest designs are the ‘Arum 
Lily,” which has a perfectly plain centre, and 
the plant, the leaves and the flower as well, 
growing up from the border right to the centre, 
and the “ Waterlily’ pattern, which has the 
large leaves for the centre decoration, and the 


flower growing amidst rushes for a deep border. | 


Besides all linen goods, Messrs. Walpole have 


a large stock of Irish lace in every variety. Itis | _ 
a ED 


quite astonishing how cheap in some forms this 


on under personal super- 
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worth many 
6s. to a sovereign. At the latter price, reduced 
to 19s. for the sale, there is a truly beautiful 
set executed in silk, the rounds which are 
covered and the little points that stand out from 
the design, in a manner that will be understood 
by every lady who knows Venice point, are as 
ect as if they were carved ivory. A very 
andsome crochet point set, ideal for trimming 
@ grass lawn or muslin dress, worked in un- 
bleached thread, can be purchased for the 
trifling sum of 5s. 9d. Some of the Irish laces, 
of course, are more costly, but in every instance 
ver are much cheaper than the foreign lace, 
and certainly equally beautiful now that the 
good old foreign designs are carefully copied by 
the Irish workers. 


Upstairs there is a Hig: bent for ladies’ 
underclothing, children’s ses and dressing 
gowns. All these are much marked down for 
the sale; very nicely made morning gowns, 
trimmed with lace and com of what is 
known as hair cord zephyr, being only 10s. 6d., 
and grass lawns with a deep collar edged with 


cheapest hand-made night dresses are 
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HANDKERCHIEF EDGED TamBour LACE. 


| the figure at the waist. Some, for India, are 
made with short sleeves. Others, on French 
models, have such elaborate tucks, lace trimmed 
yokes, full bishop sleeves, and lace round the 
foot, that they are quite fit to wear in the 
privacy of the dressing-room instead of a 
dressing - gown. There are some excellent 
flannel and flannelette nightdresses at very low 
prices; good Ceylon flannel, trimmed with 
washing silk in various colours, being 12s. 6d., 
and flannelette ones much cheaper. White 
skirts are a speciality with Messrs. Walpole, 
| naturally, and a very good plain one begins in 

the sale for as low as 3s. 6d., while one witha 
i nice deep tlounce, edged with torchon, is only 
4s. 9d. Our country readers can have parcels 
of sale goods sent carriage free, while patterns 
| are willingly sent free of any charge. 


t 


lace is. The handkerchief, of which we give an 


illustration, is in tambour work, and is sold at | 


58. 9d.; a narrower edging can be had for as 

low as 3s. 6d. in the same very delicate and 

light form of lace. ‘‘Carrickmacross,” two | 
inches wide, the kind of lace so much in fashion ' 
at present, made entirely by hand, is only 6s. | 
the yard. Vandyke sets of collars and cutis in 
Nise lace begin at 2s. 6d. the set; some extremely 
ia utiful ones in Irish crochet, looking exactly 
ike the old “ rose point” and “ Point-de- Venise,” 


AUGUSTE VAN BIENE, THE WORLD. 
. FAMED CELLOIST, says:— 


‘After a heavy recital and the severe mental 


strain and headache attending, I find nothing to 


' give such relief as ‘KAPUTINE;;’ it is the Queen 


of remedies.” 


unds, can be bought for from 


The 


onl 
3s. 9d.; at 5s. 6d. there are some with full 
Noe can obtain them at Messrs. Walpole’s. | Toby frills round the neck, and tucked to fit 
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INSTITUTIONS, EDUCATIONAL, APARTMENTS, 
SITUATIONS VAOANT AND WANTED, 
and Similar Matter. 
15 words for 1s., each 10 Additional Words, 6d. 
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HOTELS, HYDROS, &c. 


THE DEVONSHIRE HOUSE 


TEMPERANCE HOTEL, 


18, Bishopsgate Street Without, London, B.C. 
This First-Claes Temperance Hotel is centrally situated for 
business or epee in the — of the Oity. 


e No. 
Telegraphic A Nees Thaseriee, London.” 
H. G. CHALKLEY & SONS, Propaizronrs. 


1.0.4.7. ‘4 Home from Home" I.0.R. 


TEMPERANOE FAMILY & OOMMEROIAL HOTEL. 

188 to 187, STAMFORD STREET, 8.E. 

(Olose to Waterloo Station, South Western 
VISITORS TO 


J. WOOLLACOTT, Proprietor. 


Ilfracombe. 


THE “GRANYILLE” BOARDING-HOUSE. 
FIRST-CLASS. 


Unique situation for land and sea views. Only 
bona fide Temperance House in town. Forty-five 
Bedrooms. Full particulars in Bijou Guide, Gratis. 


RPaA HRI SS. 
Central, near Louvre. . 
Comfortable Rooms, with or without board, from 
8 to 8 francs. 
Ladies and families. Paris Branch of W.C.T.U. 
Temperance Restaurant. English Reading Room. 
Moderate Terms. 


Appl: f 
ree ees "te SB e ace: 


“ EVERSLEY,” 


West Cliff, Bournemouth, 
BOARDING HOUSE. 


Terms inclusive. 
BoarpD AND RESIDENCE.—For one person occupying a room, 
from 35s to 24 guineas ; er week. Two persons occupying & 
room, from 8 guineas to 44 guineas per week. Per day, 


| room 6s, FURTHER PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION. 


Proprietress MI88 SEARL. 


COCKBURN 


TEMPERANCE HOTEL, 
GLASGOW. 


Quietly and pleasantly situated for business or pleasure. 
Room and Breakfast from 4s. to 6s. 1 ms. Electric 
Light. Passenger Elevator. Turkish Baths. 

ote Address: 141 BATH STREET. 
Under the personal superintendence of Mrs. A. D. PHILP. 


COCKBURN 


TEMPERANCE HOUSE 
LONDO®.’. 


Strictly private and select locality, overlooking gardens, 
facing Euston Station. Telegraphic Address: ‘Luncheons, 
London.” Room and Breakfast from 4s. to 5s. 64. 

Note Address: 9410 End: leigh Gardens, N.W. foppoetia 
Euston). Mrs. A. D. PHILP, Proprie ; 


FOLKESTONE, Best Part. — Good Private 
Temperance BOARDING HOUSE. conducted on 
Christian principles) Home comforts. Good diet, 42s. to 
52s. 6d. inclusive weekly.—Miss Woopwarp (Member of the 
Royal British Nursing Association), Haverstock House, 
Claremont Road. 


[UKLEY.—THE SPA HYDRO. -Rev. Charles 
Garrett says: ‘My friends are unanimous in saying 
they have found the Spa‘ A Home from Home.'” Inclusive 
weekly terms from 81s. 6d. Physician, Thomas Johnstone, 
M.D., M.R.C P. Lond. Apply, Manageress. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


H'GH SCHOOL AND BOARDING SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS, South Marine Terrace, Aberystwith.— 
Principal: Mrs. MARLE&s-THOMAS. 


PENSIONNAT DE JEUNES DEMOISELLES. 
ST. PIERRE, AIGLE, SUISSE. 
Mademoiselle JACCARD, Directrice diplomée, Education 
soignée, vic de famille. Climat sec etsalubre. Réferences, 
Rev. C. PhumtrEE, Eastwood Rectory, Nottingham. 
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Chats with the BHonsetwrite 
HEALTH IN THE BEDROOM. 


HOW TO TEST THE VENTILATION OF A BEDROOM. 
Ir you are desirous, as you ought to be, to find 
out whether your coms are properly venti- 
lated, or whether the atmosphere is impure 
through defective ventilation, you may adopt 
the following simple and convenient test pro- 
posed by Dr. Angus Smith: Take an eight-ounce 
glass-stoppered bottle filled with the air of the 
room as it is the moment you rise from bed 
in the morning, and put it into half an ounce of 
lime-water; if the lime-water shows no milki- 
ness or precipitate, there is no detrimental 
excess of lung impurities ; but if the lime-water 
becomes milky, then either the ventilation is 
defective or there are too many persons sleeping 
in the room. 

THE BEDCLOTHES. 

These should never be too heavy or too warm, 
otherwise the respiration is interfered with ; the 
skin is made sensitive, and the body generally 
becomes relaxed; the night’s proper rest is 
disturbed, and the sleeper awakes unrefreshed. 
Heavy cotton counterpanes are objectionable, 
because they weigh down the body without 
adding much to the warmth. All coverings of 
the bed, except the sheets and counterpane, 
should be of wool. And it cannot be too strongly 
insisted upon that spring and _ horsehair 
mattresses are preferable in every respect to 
stuffy feather beds. 


THE FURNITURE. 

A bedroom should have in it the least possi- 
ble amount of furniture, and this of a sort that 
will not hold dust or fluff. It should be of the 
simplest kind. The chairs should be uncovered 
and free from stuffing of woollen or other 
material; the wardrobe should have closely- 
fitting doors; and everything that can in an 
way gather dust should be carefully excluded. 
It is a mistake to have the whole floor of a 
bedroom covered with a thick carpet; it only 
accumulates dirt and dust, and renders the 
room stuffy and close. ie of carpet laid 

? 


MESSRS. GARROULDS’ 
SALE. 

THERE are sales and sales; some at which old- 
fashioned goods are passed off as latest novelties; 
some at which the usual stock is considerably 
lowcred, and at which genuine bargains may be 
secured. Of the latter description is the sale 
now being held at Messrs. Garrould’s, and 
I am sure my readers will be astonished if 
they pay a visit to the celebrated establish- 
ment in the Edgware-road to see what 
wonderful value they can get for their money. 
I was favoured with a private view of the 
different departments before the sale com- 
menced, and the goods were so astonishingly 
cheap that I often asked the salesman twice 
over whether I had understood him aright—the 
prices seemed absolutely phenomenal as com- 


pared with those of the ordinary West End 
establishments. 


The first thing I noticed in the ready-made 
department was a charming jacket and skirt in 
pale pink cotton drill, which was marked at the 
ridiculous price of 6s. 11d. For 9s. 11d. there 
were similar dresses in pink or blue drill, with 
dainty white revers embroidered by hand. 
These were indeed cheap, when it is remembered 
that they were made of “ undressed drill;” a 
material which is rather improved than other- 
wise by washing. Ready-made jackets and 
skirts in white piqué come at 14s. 11d., and the 
fashionable grass-lawn is not forgotten, the 
prettiest costumes of this material being obtain- 
able at 38s. 6d. These dainty costumes are 
made of every colour—light yellow, pale green, 
or any other shade, and the jackets are charm- 
ingly relieved by revers of white satin. Ready- 
made skirts, for wearing with blouses, are also 
a great feature in this department, and these 
are admirably cut, nice and wide round the 
edge, and with the fashionable three pleats at 
the back. Alpaca skirts cost 12s. 1ld., and 
navy serge, waterproof, and suitable for boating, 
come to 14s. 9d. It will be seen that no young 
lady need refuse an invitation to Henley on the 
score of having “‘ nothing to wear,’ more par- 

- ticularly when she can complete her costume by 
& cr? be white sunshade at the low price of 
1s. 11d. 


The dress materials are wonderfully reduced, 
and the most artistic-looking fancy crépons are 
being sold at 33d. the yard. The silk depart- 
ment is full of beautiful materials, which may 
‘be picked up for a mere song, as the following 
details will’ prove. Black and white striped 
silks are to be had at 1s.-64d. the yard, coloured 
stripe glacé at 1s. 114d., and the white satin 
figured with pink or blue sprays at the absurd 
price of 93d. For 1s. 93d. there are beautiful 
silks in pale shades of pink and blue and other 
light colours, intended for blouses for evening 
wear, and silk ondines in the same shades for 
1s. 94d. All kinds of novelties in shot silks 
can be had at the same moderate charges, 
and the combinations of colour are all novel, 
such as dark blue shot with violet, or yellow 
with pink, producing an effect like a sunset. A 

iece of tussore containing 18 or 19 yards can 
fe had at 9s. 11d:, and nothing can be cooler or 
prettier for a seaside gown—a costume which 
most of us will have to be thinking of very soon. 
I must not close my notice without a word of 
reference to the linen department, where the 
housewife will find many bargains. 
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along the sides of the bedstead, in front of the 
toilet-table, and wherever else they may be 
desirable, are far more convenient and conducive 
to health; for they can at any time, and the 
oftener the better, be taken up and well shaken 
without much trouble. 


CHILDREN’S BEDS. 


Double beds should be avoided in the case of 
children. Every child should have its own 
separate little bed. Two children cannot sleep 
under the same covering without one being a 
cause of discomfort to the other by movement, 
position, or diag of clothing. One child will 
often drag all the bedclothes away from the 
other, who, from insufficient covering, is very 
liable to catch cold. Then, again, children are 
apt to fall asleep with their faces almost touch- 
ing, and the health of one thus affects that of 
the other, neither obtaining the pure air which 
is necessary to healthful and refreshing sleep. 

BEDROOM CURTAINS AND BLINDS. 

The old-fashioned style of fifty years ago 
was to make the bedroom as dark and sombre- 
looking as possible—exclude every ray of light at 
night, and leave the sleeper in the deepest gloom. 
To this end not only was the bed surrounded 
with curtains capable of being drawn closely 
round the sleeper, but the windows were also, 
in addition to blinds, furnished with dark, heavy 
curtains, which were always drawn at night. 
Nothing could be more diametrically opposed 
to every principle of modern sanitation. No 
one who has any regard for his or her health 
should sleep in anything but an iron or 
brass bedstead, without canopy or curtains. 
Window curtains should be neither dark nor 
heavy. The best colour for the blind is light 
green, which is most refreshing to the eyes. 
Even at night a bedroom should not be too 
dark ; what natural light there may be outside 
should be allowed to enter, especially the light 
of early morning. ‘ Light purifies and invi- 
gorates,” says an eminent authority; ‘and 
children that sleep in darkness, by their 
blanched faces alone, may be distinguished 
from those who sleep in a well-lit room.” 


CHIFFON. 
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A WONDERFUL FOOD 
BEVERAGE. 


Dr. Trsszes’ Vi-Cocoa as a Food Beverage 
sendin Nutrient, Restorative, and Vitalisin 

operties, which have hitherto been non- 
existent. 

MEDICAL EVIDENCE. 

The British Medical Journal says :—‘ Vi. 
Cocoa is a very palatable beverage of great, 
stimulating and sustaining properties.” 

The Lancet says:—‘‘ Vi-Cocoa must be 
assigned a place in the front rank of really 
valuable foods, since it is the embodiment of the 
numerous principles contained in Malt, Hops, 
Kola, and Cocoa . . of distinct value as 
a restorative and stimulative food.” 

From G. H. Haslam, Esq., M.R.C.S., 1..S.A, 
“Tt gives me great pleasure in bearing testi- 
mony to the value of Vi-Cocoa, a mixture of 
Malt, Hops, Kola, and Caracas Cocoa Extract. 
I consider it the very best preparation of the 
kind in the market, and, as a nourishing drink 
for children and adults, the finest that has ever 
been brought before the public. As a general 
beverage it excels all previous preparations. No 
house should be without it.” 

It aids the digestive powers, and is invaluable 
especially at this season to tired men and 
delicate women and children. 

Tt has the refreshing properties of fine tea, 
the nourishment of the best cocoas, and a tonic 
and recuperative force possessed by neither, and 
can be used in all cases where tea and coffee 
are prohibited. 

It is not a medicine, but a unique and 
wonderful Summer Food Beverage. 

The wonderful African Kola nut which it 
contains has concentrated powers of nutriment, 
and imparts stamina and physical powers, adds 
to power of endurance, and enables those who 
use it to undergo greater physical exertion and 
fatigue. 

Dr. Tibbles’ Vi-Cocoa is made up in 6d. 
packets, and 9d. and 1s. 6d. tins. It can be 
obtained from all chemists, grocers, and stores, 
or from Dr. Tibbles’ Vi-Cocoa, Limited, Suffolk 
House, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 

With the main object of still further making 
known to the public the manifold advantages of 
so palatable and refreshing a beverage, we are 
prepared to send to any reader who names “ The 
Woman’s Signal” a dainty sample tin of Dr. 
Tibbles’ Vi-Cocoa free and post paid. 
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TO THE END. 


Dors the road wind uphill all the way ? 
Yes, to the very end. 

Will the day's journey take the whole day long? 
From morn to night, my friend. 


But is there for the night a resting-place ? 
A roof for when the slow dark hours begin. 
May not the darkness hide it from my face 2, 
You cannot miss that inn. 


Shall I meet other wayfarers at night ? 
Those who have gone before. ; 
Then must I knock, or call when just in sight ? 
They will not keep you standing at the door. 


Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak ? 
Of labour you shall find the sum. 

Will there be beds for me and all who seek ? 
Yea, beds for all who come. 


CHRISTINA RosETTI. 


COURAGE. 


A SLENDER maid with pale and drooping face, 

And shrinking form, her wan eyes filled with 
dread 

At thought of countless perils in the race, 

Whose course lies there beyond for her to 
tread. 

No light upon the lonesome way is shed, 

No friend is near of all she holds most dear, 

But yet her feet press on, since One has said, 

“Thus shalt thou serve!” in tones so lou 
and clear, 

She needs must trust His care, 

| all fear. 


and put aside 
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«6 SIGNAL’? READERS 
SEND SIGNALS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. * 
Dear Mrs. Fenwick MILLer,—The enclosed 
resolution was passed at the Branch Executive 
on Tuesday, Mrs. —— in the chair; and at the 
members’ quarterly on Friday, Mrs. —— in the 
chair. Six orders for weekly copies were given, 
either new, or those who up to the present had 
taken the one monthly. Fifty of the monthly 
issue are taken, including 15 weekly copies. 
The stories are read at two mothers’ meetings, 
members informed us, Congregational and 
Wesleyan. Several bore testimony that they 
enjoyed reading the paper, and thought that a 
r in which temperance was included, and 
the ‘do everything ’’ policy, was educational 
for both insiders and outsiders. You under- 
stand from our resolution that we in no way 
support the proposed monthly temperance 
paper, that we consider it is best to strengthen 
a weekly paper of general news on the 
‘‘Woman’s Movement,” which accepts and 
publishes our official news specially once a 
month. 


Dear Mrs. Fenwick MILuer,--I have felt 
much concerned to observe that the Woman’s 
S1GNaL has been conducted at so heavy a cost 
to Lady Henry Somerset and yourself. I am 
glad, however, that the proposal to commence 
a new monthly peer was not adopted. I hope 
very earnestly that increased support will now 
be given to the Woman’s Si1enau by the various 
branches of the B.W.T.A. There is the greatest 
urgency for earnest and enthusiastic effort in 
spreading information, especially among the 
middle and upper classes. It is deeply to be 
regretted that for some years past so many of 
the great breweries in the country have been 
turned into limited liability companies, whereby 
large numbers of shareholders have become 
pecuniarily interested. We greatly need very 
much more earnestness in the advocacy of our 
views. I trust that during the current year 
your list of subscribers will very largely increase, 
that you may be encouraged in your work. 


Dear Mapam,—If you would cause about 30 
of the leaflets to be sent me which you mention 
on the back page of the Woman’s Sienau I 
shall be glad to get rid of them gradually. 
The Woman’s SicNax is so much more catholic 
now that I should sincerely like to see it largely 
circulated, and I was glad to see that the sense 
of the majority of the B.W.T.A. was against 
the publication of a new monthly. Your offer, 
nee in a footnote, seems to me an exceedingly 
‘air one. 


Dear Mapam,—I thank you for your article 
in last week’s S1gNaL on the Dyer case. It 
has struck the note I have been waiting for, and 
waiting for, alas! in vain, as far as the daily 
and almost exclusively male press is con- 
cerned. For cool presumption commend me to 
the proposals of the Chronicle. A, or many, 
State Foundling Hospital, or hospitals, if you 
like, but to ask what they did is a little—well, 
only to be compared to the exhibition on the 
platform of meetings for rescue houses, to 
which I will never subscribe till they are for 
both seres! I will ask you to send me six 
numbers of the Siena of last week containing 
that article. I could not resist writing to thank 
you. I trust we are to continue the delightful 
paper, the Sianau. It would be a great loss to 
us were it not so; I feel in keen sympathy with 
the Editorial remarks. 


Dear Mapam,—The thousands who read the 
Woman's SicnaL must have rejoiced at your 
splendid annihilation of Professor Goldwin 
Smith. Even men who are dead against the 
W oman’s Suffrage admit that you have 

smashed him up” completely. My warmest 
congratulations. 


ie The Editor feels sure that it will be understood that 

se gracious letters are not published from vanity on her 
are but because she desires her sympathetic readers to 
one with her the knowledge that gives her strength and 
sala to work—the knowledge that the SIGNAL is dear to and 
its ued by so many thoughtful women, who would sorely miss 
pect bees | budget of news and thought. As many of the 
ig ers wished their names not to be published, the Editor 
ori .SUppressed all names, but has ventured to send the 
rhe of every letter above quoted from to Lady Henry 

€rset, for her inspection and information. 


wanted to say how much I appreciate the 
Woman’s SIGNAL, especially since it has been 
edited by you. Tome it is a weekly treat. I 
have taken it in since commencement. It 
makes one feel more in sympathy with all good 
works. I am strongly for beocing on with it 
as our official organ. 


Dear Mapam,—I attended the B.W.T.A. 
meetings as a delegate, and desire to very 
sincerely express my deep sympathy with you 
in regard to the Woman’s Sicnau. I believe 
the branch are entirely with you in feeling we 
ought to extend the circulation of this most 
valuable ‘all-round woman’s paper.” If it is 
too high for some women, then educate them 
up to 7t, not bring the paper down to them. I 
do wish that our honoured president, Lady 
Henry Somerset, would send forth her wishes 
that every branch should try its utmost to 
extend the sale and be responsible for so many 
copies every week. Surely, in the midst of all 
the trashy reading, our association can support 
one good weekly paper. I suggest that. a 
quantity of back numbers be supplied at a low 
price for distribution to try to get more sub- 
scribers.—Yours, in full sympathy with your 
arduous work. 


Dear Mapam,—May I be allowed a brief ex- 
pression of opinion anent the connection between 
the B.W. and the SianaL? The reasonableness 
of your open letter to our President must appeal 
to the business instincts of every member ; and 
it is easy to recognise the delicate position you 
have occupied for many months past. In one 
of your practical suggestions a problem is solved 
in a manner that recommends itself to one’s 
sense of fairness. You propose that editorial 
responsibility of B. W. supplement be undertaken 
at headquarters. Exactlyso. This arrangement 
would minimise the complaints that abound 
within our Branches. Within my own sphere I 
constantly hear regrets that we are out of touch 
with our spirited leaders. Bare Branch reports 
are not, alone, equal to infusing fresh energv— 
we need, frequently, to receive words of advice 
from headquarters— messages of inspiration 
from leaders of Temperance thought. Such a 
vast Association must be welded by sympathy 
and encouragement from its officers; therefore 
the cry for an official organ. But I ques- 
tion whether it is practicable for the Asso- 
ciation to run another journal, in face of 
the deluge of new ventures. Far better will 
it be if, by agreement, we secure systematic 
publicity in the pages of a periodical so 
widely read as the Sianau. May I ask how 
we shall fare in the matter of reports of execu- 
tive meetings, annual councils, &c. Must we 
wait the third week ere obtaining official reports 
of such important conventions ? 

From its first issue I have constantly read 
the SienaL, and though regretting the unavoid- 
able lack of B. W. tidings, am constrained to avow 
hearty appreciation of its broad outlook and 
intellectual smartness. For the present, it 
seems as though we have much to gain from 
your proposals, as, in addition to temperance 
reform, women may learn much from your 
trenchant pen. 


Dear Mrs. MILuER,—I have just read your 
most generous letter in this week’s SiGNnat. 
I feel sure so many of our members do not 
know the conditions under which the S1GNaL 
is published, and do not stop to enquire or 
think about the vast expense of producing such 
a capable paper. The elementary justice Lady 
Henry has so often tried to impress upon us, 
that if we do not support the paper we cannot 
expect it reasonably to publish our news, seems 
as far as ever from being understood by the 
majority of the B.W.T.A. I only thought I 
should like to tell you how much I and my 
girls appreciate your great-hearted enterprise, 
and cordially wish you all success. 


“T feel I must write and thank you for the 
pleasure and profit the Woman’s SIGNAL conveys 


(Continued on page 14.) 


A GIRL’S ESCAPE. 


Axovt three miles from Blandford, Dorsetshire, 
is the little village of Tarrant Rushton. All the 
parish knew the pale and bloodless face of Miss 
Annie Coombs, who was in a decline. Her 
parents’ fears that her wasting condition was 
the prelude to an early grave were shared by 
all who knew them, until latterly, with sur- 
prising rapidity, a remarkable change came over 
er: the weary and languid form became active 
and vigorous, and within a very brief period the 
girl had completely regained the health that 
had been denied her for more than five years. 

A reporter, commissioned to enquire into the 
facts, called on the girl’s mother. Mrs. Coombs 
gladly told the story, which we reprint in her 
own words. She confirmed every detail of her 
daughter's sad condition, and continued: ‘* We 
Fos aatonel to see Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for 
Pale People mentioned in the newspapers, as 
having effected extraordinary cures in apparently 
hopeless cases, and I sent for some for my 
daughter. She had been ill since she was 
11 years of age. She was 16 when we sent 
for the Pills. We tried two very clever doctors, 
who said she was suffering from anemia. Her 
appetite was very bad, and she was subject to 
sickness. She had no particular pain, but was 
so pale and thin you could almost see through 
her hands.”’ 

‘“Will you tell me about the effect of Dr. 
Williams’ Pills now, Mrs. Coombs ?” 

‘“‘ Well,” was the reply, ‘I sent for one box 
of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, and after taking 
them for three days my daughter was much 
better. She began to have 
an appetite. Before she 
had finished taking one 
box she was quite able 
to work about the house.. 
She had three boxes in 
all, and when she had 
taken these she was per- 
fectly well. At the present. 
time she is better than 
she has been since she 
was eleven.” 

‘* And you attribute the 
benefit solely to using Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills?” 

‘* Yes,” Mrs. Coombs 
replied, ‘solely to the 
Pills; and I would recom- 
mend them to everybody who is ill. I have 
taken them myself, and find them very 
good for indigestion. My husband has also 
taken them; and we both value them before 
any other medicine.” Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills 
cure not only cases like the above, but all the 
many disorders which arise from an im- 
poverished state of the blood and nerves, such 
as anemia, pale and sallow complexion, general 
muscular weakness, loss of appetite, shortness 
of breath, pains in the back, nervous headache, 
early decay, all forms of female weakness, 
hysteria, paralysis, locomotor ataxy, sciatica, 
palpitations, low vitality, and wasting strength 
from any cause. These Pills are genuine only 
with the full name, Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills 
for Pale People, and are sold by chemists and 
by Dr. Williams’ Medicine Company, 46, Hol- 
born-viaduct, London, E.C., at 28. 9d. a box, 
or six for 13s. 9d. They are unrivalled as a 
tonic and strengthening medicine for both sexes. 


A CLERGYMAN was very anxious to introduce 
some hymn books into the church, and arranged 
with his clerk that the latter was to give out 
the notice immediately after the sermon. The 
clerk, however, had a notice of his own to give 
out with reference to the baptism of infants. 
Accordingly, at the close of the sermon he arose 
and announced that ‘All those who have 
children whom they wish to have baptised 
please send in their names at once to the clerk.” 
The clergyman, who was stone deaf, assumed 
that the clerk was giving out the hymn book 
notice, and immediately rose and said: ‘* And | 
should say, for the benefit of those who haven't 
any, that they may be obtained at the vestry 
any day from three to four o'clock ; the ordinary 
little ones at one shilling each, and special ones 
with red backs at one shilling and fourpence.” 
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tu us weekly, not only to our immediate family, | TRUTH-TELLING OR VICIOUSNESS. it is impossilile 4 be | idea ‘ the 
yt rb — ior ‘, visit. Some To the Editor of the Woman's S1GNaL. instance, before I read Tess,” 4 ecahes ae 
of the latter not circ it amongst, 88) pean Mapam.—M ay I enter a protest against sister mentioned it to me; the brother (one of 


they are of the poorest class of 8, : ‘“ peRaereat: the purest-minded men I have ever kn 

whose connections are not ca : 7 iran | the dictum of “ Schola Cantabrigiensis,” that it ae own) 
Pr m is a lost art, and w emg ” | recommended it to me very strongly, sayin 

ee = and would have | «Tt is a most pathetic tragedy, showing h . 


above police news, and the girls themselves | ; 7 tag 
would feel lost after the ‘short story,’ but to | no established canons. If by this is meant tcuty’ the law—' in is dead 
my other members the Sicnat goes in turn, peg aca deg enongiarct gh ee te boone wor! even Though it be ere * Th 
= ieee husband as much a8 by | 216 no longer adaared with a plhdcghe sister said, ‘‘ Don't read it, there is no necessity 
e compass, the statement is correct, at which I, bk ed Maa ‘tee gaa aagl ’ 
acts 


for one, rejoice. It is impossible to judge works ; - 
of art by i fixed macaed| as you oe a yard which are written about, then people ought to 
of silk. Surely, however, the fine art of criti- know them, and as a rule ls are brought up 
cism is not dead, but remarkably alive and alert |” such ignorance of these facts that when bse 
in our time. We have many capable critics |" forced upon their notice they receive a shoc 
writing. I t there is much irresponsible | from which they never recover, and life for 
hie RE rife, but that is merely news-giving, them, for a time, if not for ever, seems a 
and aims at nothing further. The public likes to | degradation. 
buy its daily paper, be told what books are | If fathers and mothers would do the work 
ing well, whether they will “pass an idle that belongs to them in telling their boys and 
hour pleasantly,” if they resemble other works, | girls what they ought to know, then the need 
and have a smattering of the story, either to: for these “truth- books would disap. 
obviate the necessity of purchasing, or to act as smn but as things are at present books are the 
a guarantee. That is what the public like, that | only means by w ch young people can become 
is what they, for the most part, get; the mere acquainted with the facts of life. Ignorance is 
statement of how a book appears to a certain not innocence, as many suppose, and I think 
reader. Is it then to be marvelled at that two the more one is acquainted with facts the better 
reviews should differ diametrically? it is only °"W7 able to act rightly under all circumstances. 
inevitable they should. The review is a personal With best wishes for our paper, I remain, 
opinion, and claims to be no more. yours faithfully, 

The true test of the moral tone of a book, ‘ L. Wats. 
it seems to me, should be—does it make sin Lincoln. 
attractive and gloss over evil passions? Does 
it stir up filth in wanton sport? Then it 
Se oe eras agement aie oe line Wetland eons Reo 
and also the awful harvest of the sinner—ifscars of the Ebesl of the Com laws by baka A 
ES alone ee ee, a i lleemir apt to meat-pie which is to be prepared in an iron dish 
ereien| pet he & sam—-the 18 10ft. long by 6}ft. wide and lft.in depth. The 

gr To” ie ARE ea iiickue donpavately 604 | celebration is fixed for August 1st. 
bea ne never immoral. It is crammed full | ; * e 
of Hardy's pessimism, so mistaken to man of A 
us; but it is a great work, a bit of life placed sent sailed. Tecan Hevananhe re ag ogi 
living on the page before us. “Tess " is never | Christian Negro Republic of ‘Liberia, on the 
an abstraction—she is flesh and blood, and we | west coast of a ical 


sorrow with and for her, and feel an unutterable | 
pity welling up as we close her life-history. EE ee 


Reviewers may have disagreed as to its de- 

nomination, but critics admit ‘ Tess ”’ ter - 

ee ess” a master- NATIONAL TEMPERANCE FETE. 
It sone to ae that a Eat nny eoplepse CRYSTAL PALACE, 

as martyrs nowadays, and revel in the posture. | Tuesd 

They say what they think and feel injured when | (onder eee rk Menai ie Union, 

others exercise the same prerogative.—Yours re 

faithfully, A.W. A. TWO GREAT CHORAL CONCERTS 


The Mount, Tenford, Stoke-on-Trent. By 10,000 ABSTAINERS. 
Conductor: Mr. W.G. IW. Goodworth, Lic. Mus., Trin. Coll. Lond. 
Fell. Yon. Sol-fa Celt. 


Mapam,—I have been looking in THE S1GNaL CHORAL CONTESTS. 


Ow 
9 
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~ “ May I add my very great pleasure at the 
change in the Woman’s SiGnat, and my hearty 
oP. reciation of the stand you took at the 
-W.T.A. meeting respecting the paper; also 
my sympathy with all that you say respecting 
women’s papers in your article this week ?” 


Dear Mapam,—I wish to add my testimony 
to that of my daughter as to the high estima- 
tion in which we hold the Woman's Siena. 
We think it has been, under your editorship, 
very much raised in its religious tone, perhaps, 
I may say, its moral tone also. We think it 
ought to meet unqualified approval and grati- 
tude. Be assured, dear Mrs. Miller, you have 
both from my daughters and me. I trust you 
may continue for many years to direct and 
guide us, and having a “good conscience to- 
wards God and man,” may be happy in your 
work and labour of love. 


Dear Mapam,—I am writing to tell you how 
much we appreciate the Woman’s SicnaL. My 
husband (who is a great reader) says it is the 
very best woman’s paper out, an he always 
wants it before I have it. We consider it has 
— a great deal in the cause of noble woman- 
h 


° ow 
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Our Open Columns. 


The Editor does not hold herself responsible for 
the opinions expressed by correspondents. 
Discussion is invited on the subjects here 
written upon. 


RIGHTS AND PENALTIES. 


To the Editor of the Woman’s SIGNAL. 


Mapam,—I shall feel deeply grateful to you 
if you will kindly insert these few lines in your 
valuable paper. 

Why should women be considered capable of 
suffering the extreme penalty of the law and 
incapable of receiving the privileges to which 
men are entitled? Why should sex disqualify 


for rights and not for penalties? Tobe a woman each week Aa a aah | would write in Eee es ana 1.0.G.T. 
disqualifies for Parliament (even the Suffrage), | answer to P. E. Moulder’s letter, and I was __ BURMA IN LONDON. _ ; ; 
the Law, the Church, the County Council, for ve glad to pee he one ere i ehdle Ca: Oe ene ex 
University Degrees, &c. rigiensis” in last week. She says exactly + : Sey . 
BsWhen women have equal rights with men, | what I have always thought and said about Js ome agli GLEE SINGERS 
and not before, should the same penalties be works which I have heard condemned as TAL SETA AOI DOWIE | AMELIE RE FrteH eS Ort seat: 


if i SE pSPREE : 

‘immoral books.” I think it is always wise for Temperance Societies, can have Rail and Admission ‘Tickets from 
: s 1 London idge, Victoria, Kensi 5 fe . 1. 

people who have arrived at years of discretion Hill Stations ey reduced gg Cee ee a ADINE 

to judge for themselves what they should or 131 Elms Koad, Vlapham Park, London, 5.W- 

should not read. Opinions differ so much, that eee sD ANS < 


meted out to them.—Yours truly, 
AmeEia D. Kern. 
Albany Street, Regent’s Park, N.W. 


Highest Award at Food and Cookery Exhibition, London, May, 1895. 
SUPPLIED to THE QUEEN and ROYAL FAMILY. 


. Vs 
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All Good Housewives 


Pride themselves on being able to make Nice Sweet Bread, Appetising 

Tea Cakes, &. Anyone can do it by using our celebrated ‘‘ D.C.L.” 

Yeast. Always ask for ‘‘D.C.L.” /f you do not know how to use it, 
write to us for Booklet of Instructions. 


Sole Manufacturers :—The DISTILLERS Co. Ltd., EDINBURGH. 


MISS] FRANCES WILLARD says “‘HOVIS’ is a grand institution ; I have almost lived on it since 
T found it out." 
6d. and 1s. Samples of BREAD and BISCUITS on Receipt of Stamps. 
oe IMITATION IS THE SINCEREST FORM OF FLATTERY. 

The Public are cautioned against accepting from Bakers 8 “ HOV:8 ” which, bay 
met with such unprecedented success, je eine copied in pica tigage mt as can be without 
risk. Jf any difficulty be experienced in obtaining ‘‘HOVIS,” or if what is supplied as “ HOVIS " is no 
satisfactory, pleaee write, sending sample (the cost of which will be defrayed), to 


S. FITTON and SON, Mille MACCLESFIELD. 
BE WA RE ik we % Bakers recommending another bread im pac of as HOVIS om BEWA RE 


do sa fer their own 


—— 
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§ GARROULD'S (732.2525. =) 
ie) GREAT SUMMER SaLE= 


saa a» NOW PROCEEDING. 
| Acknowledged to be one of the=miost important in the West End of London. 


A GREAT SALE OF SILKS. GREAT SALE OF COSTUMES. GREAT SALE OF MILLINERY. 


Y 
Y {Thousands of Yards ofgBlouse Silk at 1s. 44d. yd. 2Thousands of Yards of Evening Silks at 1s. 93d. yd. ~ 
White Drill and Grass LawnJCostumes reduced to 128. 9d. complete. 
Boating Serge Costumes, complete, 184. 9d. Ne Alpaca Skirts to wear with Blouse, all Colours, 12s. 9d. each. 


GREAT REDUCTIONS IN ALL DEPARTMENTS. 
E. & R. GARROULD, {i0, 152, 154, 156, 158, 160, Edgware Road, 


HYDE PARK, W. 
Telegraphic Address: ‘‘GARROULD, LONDON.” 


PETER ROBINSON'S 


SUMMER 
SALE 


THIS DAY AND DAILY. 


GREAT REDUCTIONS 
IN EVERY DEPARTMENT. 


Gireulars Post-free. 


PETER ROBINSON, Lop, 


OXFORD ST. and REGENT S87. 


» suede, 2/11, 8/6, 3/11, 
Chevrette, 2/11,3/11 


Fit Guaranteed from Pattern Bodice or Coat. 


88, SEYMOUR STREET, PORTMAN SQUARE, 
London, W. C 


Misses COCHRANE, 
Dress and felantle fakers, 


23, ARCHIBALD PLACE, 
EDINBURGH. 


FOR A NEAT FIGURE 


WEAR 


“KAL”reco. KNICKERS 


WHICH ARE 


SUPERSEDING PETTICOATS 


And giving universal satisfaction. 
The most approved shape Knickerbockers for Ladies, 
Sample Pair, ONCE TRIED—ALWAYS WORN. 


3/11 Post In All-Wool Materlals from 68. 11d, 
Fre. ‘AL’ DEPOT, 
State size corset worn. 49, Emma Place, Plymouth. 


Cycling or Ordinary wear. 


Stockings ribbed or plain, 

ANE Storms and CLOTHING 

[ . SILK, or COTTON, IN- 

SSTRUCTIONR FREE. Lists free Roly 

a8 TRIUMPHANT AWAUDS, in-luding 

8 GOLD MEDALS. forthe HARRISON ‘ and‘ SUN" MACHINES. 
MWaRNISON KNITTING MACHINE CO. LTN, 


Wi rks: 48, Upper Brook 8t., Manchester. 


For D1ZZINES Ss. 


Ym Biinusxess, | A BOOK FOR LADIES. 


} For LuoRpio LIVER 
OoNSs TIPA TION The information contained in this book ought to be known 
= a i] : rf 
.. 3. by every Married Woman, and it will not harm the un- 


married to read. No book is written which goes so 
thoroughly into matters relating to married women. Some 
may think too much is told; such can scarcely be the case, 
for knowledge is power and the means of attaining happi- 

ee 5 f aa ite pore ; i ness. The book can be had in envelope from Dr. ALLINSON, 
: ae CES : 3 fit Cd Box Z, Spanish Place, Manchester Square, London, W.,, in 
ee: se | g Bon g return for a Postal Order for 1s. 2d. 

we : s HiOUsS FF 2 .e ese 

BUT BE SURE THEY ARE CARTER’S. 


Carter's Little Liver Pills are sometimes counterfeited. It is not enough to ask for 


|| A Blinding Headache Cured in Ten Minutes by 


ri ‘% | 99 
«Little Liver Pills”; CARTER’S Is the important word, and should be observed on ee ee eee ae 
e outside wrapper, otherwise the pilts within cannot be genuine. sed and recommended by the following professional men : 
DRIFFITHS, F.R.S. (Edin.', F.C S., ton; Dr. FORS he 
Do not take any nameless ‘Little Liver Pills” that may be offered. But be sure Peo likey Gap A GAnNn Lon, achobatie Pte 
they are CARTER'S. The EbDItor of The Family Doctor, Health. &c., &c. Wt cures 
5 Influenza and Neuralgia as well as Headache. Nothing is so 
speedy and effective as KAPUTINE—it never fails, If you suffer 
enclose to us a stamped envelope bearing your name and address 
and you will get a free sample, also name Gf ricarest Agent. 


“Sa KAPUTIVYE ETD... HIDDERSFIFLD 
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‘‘STRONGEST AND BEST."-—Health. 


ey 
PURE CONCENTRATED 
: 
an 
OVER 140 GOLD MEDALS AND Di/PLOMAS. see 


. 


SYMONS & CO.’S 
SPARKLING 


SVYTMONIA = SYDRINA 
BESY FEMPERANGE DRINKS OF THE DAY, 


MADE FROM RIPE FRUIT GROWN IN BRITISH ORCHARDS. SENT OUT IN SIX DOZEN CASES AT 3s. PER DOZEN. 


CERTIFICATE OF ANALYSIS. Sept. 18th 1895. 

“This is to certify that Messrs. Jonn Symons & Co., Lirrep, of Totnes, and Ratcliff, London, E., have submitted to me samples of 
their ‘Sparkling Symonia’ and ‘Sparkling Sydrina,’ which mark a welcome departure in the production of non-intoxicating beverages. I find 
them, aha careful tests, exhibiting the same good eg as the ‘Cyder Wines.’ They are pure, sound, full of character, rich in the natural 
constituents of the fruit, and extremely leasant to drink. It is possible, now, for the teetotaller to enjoy the beneficial properties of the juice of 
the apple without outraging his ciples. There should be a great future for these delicious temperance drinks. During the course of my 
ceveol gations I had an opportunity of spending a few hours with Mr. Hznry Symons, at the warehouses in Ratcliff. In the course of our 
conversation about the manufacturing processes, whilst I was inspecting the cellars and lant, it was extremely gratifying to discover that Mr. Symons 
not only possessed a sound scientific knowledge, but was thorough!y conversant with the latest foreign as well as English researches respecting 
fermentation. I do not wonder that his firm succeeds in producing such high-class goods. 


(Signed) J. T. NORMAN, F.C.S., 
78 Cuetvertos Roap, Putney, Loxpon, 8.W. M.B.C.I., I.B.8c. (Lond. Univ.), Director of The Chemical and Physical Laboratory.” 


JOHN SYMONS & GCO., Limited, Butcher Row, Ratcliff, London, E. 
Fruit Mills: TOTNBS, Devon. 


~ THE WOMAN'S SIGNAL. 


Edited by Mrs. FENWICK MILLER. 


Is a Weekly 1d. Paper for Ladies. Do you take it weekly ? If not, order it from your Newsagent for a few 
weeks and see if you do not like to have it. There is no other ladies’ paper like it. 


—e 


Tax Woman’s Sicnat keeps the busy woman in touch with aLL the more important matters of politics and social 
events of general interest. - 


Tae Woman’s Sicnaw gives all of the sPECIAL NEWS of women’s doings, and notes about all women’s organised work 


for the world and in the public service, paying special attention to the Women’s Suffrage and Temperance Movements, but not 
ignoring any efforts of women in Philanthropy, Social Usefulness, Art, Literature and Education. 


Tae Woman’s SiGNaL contains Character Sketches of Eminent Women, with portraits, and varied and interesting 
articles on ALL suBsEcTS of special attractiveness to Ladics. 


Tar Woman's Sicnat also meets the wants of Ladies as Housekeepers. Nine-tenths of our women in all social 


ranks are more or less occupied with the great duty of HOME-MAKING. Cookery, Health in the House, and Domestic Matters 
generally are treated by able writers every week. 


Tax Woman’s Siena is not filled with fashion plates, but remembers that women must, sometimes, have new dresses 


and therefore need to know and follow fashion to a moderate degree. Therefore, ‘WHAT TO WEAR ”’ is as fully treated of weekly 
as most sensible women will desire. 


Please help us to get Tae Woman's Siena better known; say, by sending specimen copies to friends you think likely 
to be interested, laying the paper in waiting-rooms, purchasing a second copy and asking your newsagent to display it in his 
window for a day or two, sending for a poster to put up at your meetings, and in any other way you can devise assist our 
circulation! Thousands of women who would enjoy the Siena weekly have never seen it! 


A supply of small bills as above will be gladly sent toany friend who will undertake to give them auay at meetings, 


enclose in letters, dc. Send a post-card, stating how many you could make use of, to TBE MawacrR, 30, Maiden Lane, London, W.C. 
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